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saring one - 
where’s your band? 

TO GET ONE OF OUR 100 FREE ‘MAKE POVER- 
TY HISTORY 5 WHITE BANDS SEE PAGE 2 




up to an 
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HOW TO HELP TSUNAMI AFFECTED 
PEOPLE REBUILD THEIR LIVES PAGE 7 





Dawn French with clergy from the Oxford Diocese at the Make Poverty History march. Read Revd Olivia Graham's article on why she decided to march with the Vicar of Dibley, page 7. photo Frank Blackwell 




Poverty kills 30,000 people a 
day - almost the equivalent 
of the death toll in the Asian 
tsunami every week. We 
urge you to join the Make 
Poverty History campaign. 



Poverty kills a child every three 
seconds. So by the time you 
have finished reading this arti- 
cle, as many as 40 children will 
have died. And died needlessly. 
Poverty is a man-made and pre- 
ventable disaster. 

The terrible tragedy of the 
tsunami in Southern Asia, and 
the tremendous response of the 
British public to it, demonstrates 




the wonderful generosity of 
which we are all capable. 

As a Church and as individ- 
ual Christians, we need to 
remember our calling to chal- 
lenge injustice and speak out on 
behalf of the powerless. 

This year we have an oppor- 
tunity to do something to lift 
millions of people out of pover- 
ty - permanently. 

Four years ago, the govern- 
ments of the wealthiest nations on 
the planet promised to halve 
world poverty by 2015. Today, 
they are failing dismally on that 
pledge. But this year Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown have a 
unique chance to put their words 
into action. 

The UK will dominate the 
world stage as it hosts the G7 
finance meeting this month and 
the G8 gathering of powerful 
leaders in July. We also hold the 
presidency of the European 
Union. These factors combine 
to give us extra influence. The 
Make Poverty History cam- 
paign has been set up by a 



group of charities to put pres- 
sure on the government. 

Church of England bishops 
have backed the campaign. The 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries said: ‘This is a 
crucial opportunity to do some- 
thing serious and lasting about 
world poverty. 

‘This needs to be tackled in 
three main ways, through debt 
elimination, realistic, well target- 
ed aid, and trade justice. We are 
fortunate that we have a chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown, who is fully 
committed to this course, and it is 
important that this year he is car- 
ried along by a great wave of sup- 
port from the churches.’ 

Hundreds of women clergy, 
including many from this 
Diocese, marched with Dawn 
French on Downing Street to 
demand action. 

What can we do? We can 
email or write to Tony Blair. We 
can also wear the white arm- 
bands which are the symbols of 
the campaign. If we do our bit, 
maybe he will do his. 
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Jerry Springer The Opera was 
a ‘denigration of our faith’ 



Hurry to get your 
Make Poverty 
History white band! 

TUI Door has 100 Make 
Poverty History white bands to 
give away free of charge. They 
will be sent to the first 100 peo- 
ple who phone or email to 
request one. Either call 01865 
208225, giving your name and 
address or email natalie.abbott 
^oxford. anglican.org, putting 
'white bands' in the subject 
heading. If you aren't one of the 
first 100 to respond you can 
still get a band, from Oxfam 
shops or Christian Aid (08700 
787788) Save the Children ( 
0800 0273270) or Traidcraft 
(www.traidcraftshop.co.uk) or 
via the make poverty history 
website at www.makepoverty- 
history.org. They cost £1. 



THE Oxford Diocese has made 
a formal complaint to Ofcom, 
the broadcasting regulator, 
about the screening of Jerry 
Springer The Opera by the 
BBC. 

The screening of the show 
provoked a storm of protest 
from Bishops and Christian 
groups across the country. 

Death threats were reported- 
ly sent to BBC employees from 
the website of one Christian 
organisation, Christian Voice. 

But the BBC’s director gener- 
al, Mark Thompson, who lives 



in Oxford, defended the show’s 
broadcast. He said that as a 
practising Christian, he believed 
there was nothing blasphemous 
in the production. 

After consultation, the 
Diocese’s communications 
directory Revd Richard Thomas, 
complained to Ofcom. 

He said the programme ‘seri- 
ously offended public taste and 
decency’. 

‘The continuous and exces- 
sive use of foul language, par- 
ticularly from the mouths of 
characters representing some 



of the most sacred figures of 
the Christian faith, was an 
offence to public taste and 
decency.’ 

He said other scenes which 
showed ‘inappropriate intima- 
cy of Eve to Jesus’ were ‘gratu- 
itously and excessively offen- 
sive to the majority of 
Christians, as well as members 
of other faith communities 
who revere Jesus as a prophet 
or holy man.’ 

The diocese distanced itself 
from any form of violent 
protest. 



Mr Thomas said: ‘We believe 
that freedom of expression also 
carries responsibilities. It was 
not a minority of extremist 
Christians who were offended 
by this broadcast: many main- 
stream Christians found it 
deeply offensive and we are 
increasingly concerned at the 
denigration of our faith within 
the printed and broadcast 
media.’ 

Ofcom are now investigating 
the thousands of complaints 
received and are expected to 
make a ruling shortly. 




Tara Scott, from Abingdon, won the junior category of the 
Cranmer Award despite being the youngest in her heat. 

photo Frank Blackwell 



In praise of the prayer book: local 
girls scoop Cranmer Awards 



by Natalie Abbott 

TWO girls have won the 
Diocesan heats for the 
Cranmer Awards, which 
encourage youngsters to read 
the Book of Common Prayer. 

Each entrant is asked to recite 
pieces from the prayer book in 
front of a large audience. 

Winner of the junior catego- 
ry for 11 to 14 year olds, Tara 
Scott from Abingdon, chose 
the General Confession, the 
Magnificat and the Opening 
of Evening Prayer as her 
pieces. She said the fact that 
she was a member of the choir 
at her church of St James the 
Great, in Radley, helped her to 
learn the pieces. 

‘We use the prayer book at 
Evensong so I knew the pieces. 
I like the language too.’ Tara, 



who attends Larkmead School 
in Abingdon, entered along 
with other girls from her 
choir. 

Victoria Alexander, aged 
17, (pictured right), from St 
Peter’s Church, Caversham, 
won the senior competition 
for 15-18 year olds. She was 
encouraged to enter by a 
friend at church, though she 
initially heard about the com- 
petition through her school, 
The Abbey in Reading. She 
chose to recite the 50 verses of 
Psalm 18 for the competition. 
She said she liked the wide 
variety of emotions and felt it 
had a good sense of drama. 
She will read the same psalm 
for the national final. 

Each recital must last 
between three and five min- 
utes. The girls will now go for- 



ward to the final in Hatfield 
House this month. 

Both girls were given a 
leather bound prayer book to 
mark their success. 




Victoria Alexander, from 
Caversham. 

Photo Iain Hicks- Mudd. 



Farewell to 
The Door’s 
distribution 
editor 

The Door's Distribution man- 
ager, Peter Chapman, stepped 
down at the end of last year 
after two years in the post. It 
is a purely voluntary role, and 
Peter combined it with a full- 
time job, fatherhood, and 
being a clergy husband! We 
are very grateful for all his 
hard work. 

The Door's editorial assis- 
tant, Natalie Abbott, will 
take over distribution for the 
next few months. She can be 
contacted during office hours 
on 01865 208225 or by 
email at natalle.abbott@ox 
ford.anglican.org. 

Natalie can also be con- 
tacted if your school, church 
or parish office would like a 
display stand for The Door. 
Churches and schools which 
have taken stands have 
reported a big increase in 
take-up of the newspaper. We 
are asking for donations 
towards the £17 cost of each 
door stand. Speak to Natalie 
for further details. 

Publication dates for the 
next three issues of The Door 
are as follows: 

February 21 (March issue) 
March 21 (April issue) 

April 18 (May issue) 

Finally, happy new year to 
all our readers, distributors 
and contributors! 



Sight impaired people 
can now get a free 
audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne 
on 01884 840285. 
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Here be Dragons 



In olden times maps and 
navigation charts routinely 
showed the label “Here be 
Dragons” to explain unexplored 
and uncharted areas of the 
world. The world would be a 
poorer place if the ancient 
mariners and explorers had 
been afraid of the dragons and 
not gone looking. Of course 
the world is now just seconds 
away with modern 
communications, but the label 
“Here be Dragons” still applies 
albeit in a different form. 

A pilgrim returning from the 
Holy Land in 2002 used this 
analogy when letting us know 
that he felt some trepidation 
when setting out on his 
pilgrimage, but came home 
feeling safer walking around the 
old city of Jerusalem after dark 
than in his home town of 
Stockport. 

His faith outweighed his 
dragons. 

If press and television reports 
coming out of Turkey and the 
Middle East in recent years are 
to be believed the whole of the 
area is a rubble strewn battle 



Editorial Feature 



ground. What could be further 
from the truth! 

Pilgrim Travel have taken 
numerous groups to Turkey, 
Israel and Jordan over the past 
5 years and all have returned 
enlightened and invigorated if a 
little sad at the lack of visitors 
in the ancient and Holy sites. 
Come and see for yourself the 
true nature of the area and 
enjoy the many sacred locations 
that Asia has to offer. 

Pilgrim Travel is running a 
special pilgrimage to the 7 
Churches of Asia from 15th - 
21st April to celebrate our 5th 
anniversary. If you wish to join 
us please give us a call. If you 
can’t join us in April but are 
interested in leading your own 
pilgrimage pick up the phone. 
Phil Lynes 

Pilgrim Travel (UK) Ltd 
01304 375345 

email: 

pilgrimtra vel@onetel . com 

web: 

www.pilgrimtraveluk.ltd.uk 
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Tsunami relief 




After the Wave - the next steps 



by Paul Valentin 

THE response from local 
churches to Christian Aid’s Asia 
Tsunami Disaster Appeal has 
been remarkable and humbling. 
Many of you have made amaz- 
ing efforts, holding special col- 
lections or events. Thank you 
for your generosity and support 
- it has enabled us to provide 
much needed immediate help. 

Relief work is now gradually 
giving way to rehabilitation and 
reconstruction. As ever, 
Christian Aid will be working 
long-term with our partner 
organisations in the region to 
rebuild for the future. 

Daleep Mukarji, the Director 
of Christian Aid broke off his 
home visit to India to visit affect- 
ed areas in the immediate after- 
math of the disaster. He com- 
mented ‘places like Kovalam, 
depended largely on fishing for 
their income. When the waves 
came, almost all the fishermen’s 
equipment was damaged. Boats 
were smashed, fishing nets were 
ripped, engines were ruined. 

‘These people did have a way 
of earning of living, but they no 
longer have the tools of that 



trade, and in addition many 
have lost their homes. I met 
many people who want to 
rebuild their lives. The sur- 
vivors want to take responsibil- 
ity for the future - they just 
need a little bit of help.’ 

Christian Aid is working 
through partner organisations 
in India, Sri Lanka and 
Indonesia. We believe it is essen- 
tial to involve local community- 
based organisations such as 
these, thus building on local 
knowledge and allowing affected 
communities to identify their 
own needs and participate in 
planning and implementation. 

Christian Aid’s long experi- 
ence in dealing with disasters 
shows that the recovery will 
take several years. Needs for 
rebuilding and rehabilitation 
are complex and long term 
commitment is required so that 
the emergency response can 
lead to sustainable development 
for the hardest hit communities. 

From programmes to restore 
people’s livelihoods, to reclama- 
tion work allowing land flood- 
ed with seawater to be used 
again; from providing psycho- 
logical support and counselling 



for survivors to developing 
measures to enable communi- 
ties to cope better with future 
disasters - our work is just 
beginning. 

Through everyone’s generous 
response we can make a differ- 
ence. But we must also look at 
the wider issues of poverty. It 
would be a terrible failure if 
international compassion for the 
victims of the tsunami blotted 
out compassion for the many 
millions of people suffering 
every day as a result of poverty. 

If you are interested in hear- 
ing updates of Christian Aid’s 
work in the region, or finding 
out more about other ways to 
Make Poverty History, why not 
come along to the next 
Christian Aid Connects 
Evenings to be held in Didcot 
on 13 April and Bedford on 14 
April. For more information 
contact Christian Aid’s Oxford 
Office on 01865 246818 or 
oxford@christian-aid.org 

Paul Valentin , is Associate 
Director , International 
Programmes at Christian Aid and is 
leading the organisations response 
to the Tsunami. He lives in 
Abingdon. 



What you have done already. . . . 



CHURCHES around the Diocese 
responded immediately to the 
Tsunami disaster: 

In Iffley, Oxford, for example, 
locals hope to raise £40,000. 

Some £5,000 is being given by 
St Mary’s Church in Iffley, but the 
majority has been raised through 
door to door collections and an 
appeal in the local shops of Iffley, 
Rose Hill and Donnington. 

The community appeal was 
set up by a group of church- 
goers who have worked in the 
affected area. 

One of those, John Whitaker, 
is a former director of Oxfam. 

He said all the money would 
be going direct to local organisa- 
tions in Sri Lanka, India and 
Indonesia. They are focussing on 
communities in remote areas. He 
said the response from local peo- 
ple had been ‘staggering’ and 
was equivalent to every person 
in the parish donating nearly £5 
each. 

‘Most of the people who gave 
to our appeal had already given 
to the main appeal. We have 
promised all those giving that we 




Leilan Smith at Brize Norton 
with some of the supplies 



collected for Sri Lanka 
will come back and tell them 
exacdy how the money has been 
spent.’ 

Jeff Alderson, a member of the 
appeal group and the diocesan 
world development group, said: 



and can still do to help. 



THE Church Mission Society is 
looking to recruit, select and 
send people who can offer pro- 
fessional help in affected areas. 
They need doctors, community 
health workers, water or con- 
struction engineers, construc- 
tion professionals, child-care 
workers, community develop- 
ment workers, project man- 
agers and psychiatrists and oth- 
ers experienced in trauma man- 



agement and counselling. 
Volunteers need to be able to 
commit for three months or 
more. Enquiries should be sent 
by e-mail to stuart.buchanan 
@cms-uk.org. 

Opportunity, a Christian 
microcredit charity based in 
Oxford, is calling on churches 
to help rebuild the fishing com- 
munities in India. As the need 
moves on from short-term 



‘I found in the course of knock- 
ing on many doors that while 
most said they had already made 
a donation and were about to 
close the door; they were inter- 
ested that funds were to be used 
to give people back their liveli- 
hoods, for the fishermen, shop- 
keepers including women who 
are now head of household. It 
will be used for rehabilitation 
and not immediate relief.’ 

In Brize Norton, Leilan Smith 
who works as a health visitor at 
the base, learnt that 35 members 
of her extended family died in 
the disaster: 

Leilan was bom and educated 
in Sri Lanka but has worked at 
Brize Norton for 25 years, since 
studying at Bristol University. 

With the help of her col- 
leagues at Brize Norton, and in 
the churches of Standlake and 
Northmoor, she has sent out 
medical equipment, drugs, bot- 
tled water and health products 
to Sri Lanka. 

Leilan said her ‘heart goes out 
to all the orphaned children 
throughout the entire region’. 



relief, rejuvenating local 
economies through small loans 
will help recovery for affected 
families and prevent aid 
dependency. 

Microcredit is the provision 
of small business loans to entre- 
preneurs. £50 for six months 
can take a family out of pover- 
ty permanently. Call 01865 
725304 or visit www.opportu- 
nity.org.uk 




A boy in a refugee camp for people from the coast, in Ghandinagar, Sri Lanka. 

photo Christian Aid/Dominic Sansoni/OnAsia Images 



WANTED 

by 

Christ Church Cathedral. Oxford 




VOLUNTEERS 



♦ to staff the Cathedral Shop; 

♦ to welcome visitors in the Cathedral throughout the 
week; 

♦ to train as guides for visiting groups; 

♦ to build up the educational work with schools; 

♦ with skills to work on notice board display; 

♦ to help with teas for parish groups. 

Christ Church welcomes over 200,000 visitors a year. 

The Cathedral's mission depends on the friendly approach offered by 
its volunteers. It seeks to be a pleasant and supportive place for those 
who give time to share in its ministry of Christian welcome. 

Further details from: 

The Registrar, Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP 
Tel: 01865 276155 / e-mail: millius.palayiwa@chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Church raises money for new choir robes 



THE choir of St. Michael and St. 
Mary Magdalene, Easthamp 
stead (Bracknell) has been desper- 
ate to replace their worn-out old 
robes which were falling apart at 
their much mended seams. They 
took out a loan to pay for the 
robes in order to get them in time 
for Christmas - obviously one of 
the busiest times in the church cal- 
endar. Many fund raising events 
have taken place including a bam 
dance and a quiz. The choir and 
congregation have also pledged 



money to the fund for the robes 
and nearly £4500 has been raised 
so far towards the £7500 total. 
Other fund raising events are 
planned and include a concert 
and a safari supper. Anyone who 
would like to support the the 
choir and give a donation, how- 
ever small, can do so via the 
Parish Office on 01344 425205. 

The choir has grown in num- 
ber over the last few years under 
the leadership of Alison Murray, 
the Director of Music, and now 



includes a thriving Junior Choir 
as well as adults. Both children 
and adults are working hard on 
the Royal School of Music’s 
national training scheme, Voice 
for Life, and some are already 
proudly wearing their medal rib- 
bons. There are a few spaces for 
adults (especially tenors and 
basses) but there is a waiting list 
for the Junior section. For any 
further information please con- 
tact Alison Murray via the 
Parish Office. 



Northern Portugal 

- Near Braga 

Restored farmhouse 
surrounded by vines and 
eucalyptus. Beautiful 
setting in the mountains. 

Very spacious, self contained ground floot; sleeps 4-6 
with fully equipped kitchen, sitting room, private 
terrace. 5 mins drive from swimming pool, 40 mins 
from the sea. £350 per week - all summer long. 

Tel: 01934 862347 ( England) or 

00351 253472258 ( Portugal) Email: vhenry@clix.pt J 



Give your FurnitL. _ 
a New Lease of Life! 



We offer specialist repair or full restoration to a 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather, 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dents, bums removed 

• Cuts & rips repaired 

• Surfaces refinished or reconditioned 

• Cushions refilled 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much more* 



Pet damage repaired 



Structural repairs 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 
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ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls of all denominations and 
faiths, aged 3 to 18 years. 



Applications are now 
invited for entry in 
September 2005. 
Applications are also 
invited for early entry 
into the Kindergarten 
and Reception 
Classes. 



OPEN MORNING 

Preparatory Department 
Saturday 1 1 June 2005 

OPEN EVENING 

Senior Department 
Thursday 20 October 2005 



For further information and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 01 18 966 1000 
www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 



St Joseph's Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 
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‘Change the world’ 
School of Prayer 



'LORD, teach us to pray, just 
as John taught his disciples’ 
(Luke 11 vl). If the disciples 
who were so close to Jesus 
required instruction, it is not 
surprising if some of his fol- 
lowers in the 21st century feel 
that we need help with our 
prayer life. 

In 1982 a small group of 
people from Beaconsfield 
attended a School of Prayer 
in London. One of them was 
Captain Barry Newman, a 
Church Army officer, who 
was profoundly affected by 
that experience and longed 
for other people in the local 
churches to benefit also. The 
School of Prayer was led by 
Eric Leach, a gifted speaker 
from Australia, who is 
Executive Director of ‘Every 
Home for Christ’ (formerly 
‘World Literature Crusade’) 
in Australia, New Zealand 
and the United Kingdom. 

Eric will be returning in 
2005, to lead a number of 
Schools of Prayer in Britain. 
Barry was delighted when the 
clergy and committee of 



TWO new appointments have 
been made to the Order of St 
Frideswide. 

Lady Elizabeth Higgs and 
Sir Brian Smith have been 
appointed to the honorary 
order for laypeople who have 
given outstanding service to 
the Diocese. 

Lady Higgs has served on 
Diocesan Synod and Bishop’s 
Council and has also been 
chairman of the Glebe 
Committee and lay chairman 
of Diocesan synod. She has 
also been a trustee of the Rural 
Stress Information Network, a 
district councillor and a mem- 
ber of the Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council. She said: 
‘In all I have tried to do, I have 



Churches Together in 
Beaconsfield agreed to spon- 
sor the School of Prayer in 
Beaconsfield in February. 

The School of Prayer has 
two aims: to inspire people to 
pray regularly, and to provide 
practical help in achieving 
that objective. The goal is one 
hour a day of prayer: ‘The 
Hour that Changes the 
World’. 

The event will be held at St 
Mary’s School, Maxwell 
Road on 25 and 26 February. 
The programme begins on the 
Friday evening and continues 
on Saturday morning and 
afternoon. Each session lasts 
about 45 minutes to an hour. 

There will be an hour’s 
bseak for lunch on Saturday. 
Coffee and tea will be provid- 
ed, but participants should 
bring their own packed lunch. 

For details on parking, 
childcare, and donations and a 
registration form please con- 
tact Mrs Christine Stewart: 
phone 07719 300004 or email: 
christinestewartl l@hotmail. 
com. 



endeavoured to keep the well- 
being of rural issues in the 
forefront of people’s minds.’ 

Brian Smith worked for ICI 
and sat on its main board. He 
also chairs the Diocesan 
Buildings Committee, whose 
prime responsibility is to pro- 
vide clergy with housing suit- 
able for both pastoral and 
family needs. 

Sir Brian said: ‘I believe the 
award is really a recognition 
of the quality of service given 
by those people in Diocesan 
Church House who do the 
work.’ 

Sir Brian and Lady 
Elizabeth were to be admitted 
to the Order at Christ Church 
Cathedral on 22 January. 



Silver anniversary 
party for Milton 
Keynes church 

Celebrations are being planned 
to mark the founding of the 
first congregation at Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes.. 

On Wednesday 6 April the 
story of the Cornerstone will be 
told, with worship and supper. 
On Saturday 9 April there is to 
be an organised 10 mile walk 
to beat the bounds of the 
parish, with tea and Mass 
afterwards. 

And at 10.30 on Sunday 
morning there will be a service 
of celebration in the church. 

The celebrations will be 
rounded off on Sunday evening 
by a festival of praise with both 
the Cornerstone choir and 
Cornerstone Brass. 

For more details please con- 
tact 01908 237777 or email 
citychurchmk@aol.com. 



Deaf Awareness Day 

One of the priorities of the 
Oxford Diocesan Council for the 
Deaf is to ensure that all church- 
es are accessible to people with 
all kinds of hearing losses. To 
enable this to happen we need to 
raise awareness amongst the 
clergy. 

0DCD successfully applied to 
run a Deaf Awareness Day for 
people In the Chiltem Area in 
November.The 3 0DCD Chaplains 
for the Deaf (Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker and Vera Hunt) were 
involved with the day as was 
Eddie Shirras, Chair of the 
Council. 

Mention was made of the 
Disability Discrimination Act and 
how churches could provide 
access to services for deaf people. 
Ways of helping deaf people in 
church was covered i.e. loops, 
PowerPoint presentations, over- 
head projectors, lip-speakers and 
sign language interpreters. 

0DCD feel it is very important 
that similar days are carried out 
in other areas of the Diocese. 
Please contact Jane Tolson if you 
are interested in having one in 
your area on 01865 241399. 



Bishop of Oxford announces 
two new honours 



! A 

i-Sr 

k Eco-column 

* The devastating earthquake and tsunami in 

* south east Asia is an environmental catastro- 

* phe on an unprecedented scale, and for once 
j it cannot be blamed on human activity or neg- 
. ligence. Earthquakes happen as the rock 
I ‘plates’ making up the surface of the Earth 
I slide jerkily underneath one another. If a 
I major earthquake occurs beneath the ocean 
I floors a tsunami is the natural consequence. In 
S the effort to find some-one to blame, some 
I have criticised the lack of a warning system, 
i Yet the last major tsunami in the Indian 

* Ocean was in 1833. One can forgive poor, 
1 developing countries for having more urgent 
J priorities on which to spend their little money. 
% No, blame is not a relevant reaction. There 
. are many other, more relevant lessons to be 



drawn, however. One is the degree to which | 
we depend on our environment behaving I 
itself. Perhaps one of the shocks was the lev- I 
elling effect of the tsunami. Rich western hoi- 1 
idaymakers and poor local fishermen suffered * 
the same fate. Money became irrelevant. 1 
Another shock was the violence with which J 
the natural world can turn upon us. Science J 
can tell us that this is today’s understanding of . 
how the world works - periods of quiescence * 
are followed by episodes of great destructive- | 
ness. Some have used the events to question | 
the very existence of a Christian, loving God. i 
I’m not sure I believe in a dispassionate, unin- I 
volved God ‘out there’, who might, or might I 
not, stop an earthquake. Rather, Jesus reveals * 
God as ‘in here’, sharing the suffering of his • 
creation, walking with us in the darkest of * 
places, suffering with us the violence and 1 
destruction. 

Revd Professor Ian James is Diocesan j 
Environment Advisor, and Head of the School of 
Mathematics, Meteorology and Physics at 
Reading University. Contact him by e-mailing 
Dr.I.N.James@Btinternet.com. 
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‘Archdeacon Morrison’ sets sail 




WHEN John Morrison walks through the gates 
of Christ Church for the last time this month, 
he will draw to a close 37 years of service in the 
diocese. 

In those years he has lived and worked in 
both Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire - 
unusually, serving as 
archdeacon for both. 
He also played a huge 
role in the foundation 
of the Door newspaper, 
working on the group 
that set it up and 
writing for its 



predecessor, the Oxford Diocesan Magazine. In 
short, there is little that has gone on in the 
Diocese in the last three decades that John 
doesn't know about. 

His years in Oxford, as curate, college chap- 
lain and finally archdeacon have allowed him 
to indulge in one of his passions - rowing. 

He started rowing at university (Jesus 
College, Cambridge) but was soon signed up by 
the boat club president when he was appointed 
chaplain at Lincoln College, Oxford. 

He remembers: ‘On my first day at Lincoln I 
was sitting around wondering what to do as 
chaplain when there was a knock on the door, 
I thought it would be someone to tell me what 
my duties were, but instead it was a request 
from the boat club for me to coach.’ 



'Blow being archbishop of 
Canterbury, I'd rather have a 
boat named after me!' 



In pride of place on his wall in the archdea- 
con's lodgings at Christ Church is an oar, dec- 
orated with the names of all the boat club pres- 
idents of the college since John arrived as 
archdeacon in 1990. 

Since taking over as archdeacon of Oxford, 
he hasn't been able to do any coaching. ‘The 
times for practice conflicted with services or 
work. But I have been treasurer of the Christ 



Former Oxford chaplain 
becomes new archdeacon 



A FORMER chaplain of Jesus College is to 
return to the city as archdeacon of Oxford. 

Revd Canon Julian Hubbard will take up his 
post on 1 May. 

After training at Wycliffe Hall in Oxford, 
Julian became a curate in inner London. He 
later returned as chaplain at Jesus and tutor in 
Church History at Wycliffe Hall. 

He then moved to London and became 
responsible for running the national selection 
system for new ordinands, before returning to 
parish ministry in the diocese of Guildford. He 
is currently Director of Ministeral Training for 
the diocese and Residentiary Canon of 
Guildford Cathedral. 

His wife Rachel works in headhunting and 
they have four children, aged from 1 7 to eight. 

Canon Hubbard said he was looking forward 
to the move. 

‘As the son of a rural churchwarden, my 
roots are in rural Anglicanism and I have expe- 
rience of urban and suburban ministry as well 
as cathedral and university life. It will be a priv- 
ilege to work with the diocese in a role which 
brings all these strands together.’ 

He was appointed by the Bishop of Oxford, 
Rt Revd Richard Harries. 

He will be installed at Christ Church at 6pm 
on Sunday 17 April - a change from the origi- 
nal date for the occasion. The change to a 
Sunday evening will, it is hoped, encourage con- 




Canon Julian Hubbard, photo Frank Blackwell 



gregations in the archdeaconry to consider 
moving their evening worship to the cathedral. 
Parishes are asked to inform Mary Bide by the 
end of February whether they will be attending, 
with a rough idea of figures. Final numbers are 
needed by Easter. Email mary.bide@chch.ox. 
ac.uk. 



Sharing our concerns in prayer with Vaxjo 



Revd Tony Dickinson, the Diocese's European 
officer, asks us to remember in prayer our part- 
nership with the Swedish diocese of V&xjd. 

Thousands of Swedes were in the regions hit 
by the Tsunami and 640 are confirmed dead, 
with another 1200 missing. 

The recent severe weather which battered 



northern Britain also hit Sweden, and seven 
people were killed and forests flattened. The 
roof of the Cathedral in V&xjd was also dam- 
aged. On Sunday 13 February the Porvoo 
Communion Invitation to Prayer focuses on the 
diocese of V&xja. Remember Bishop Anders, the 
clergy and the people in your prayers that day. 



Church boat club. The club has done me the 
great honour of naming a boat after me, the 
Archdeacon Morrison. 

‘Blow being archbishop of Canterbury, I'd 
rather have a boat named after me,’ he says. 

After nearly 15 years at Christ Church, leav- 
ing the college will be difficult - not least 
because he has to downsize his house dramati- 
cally, from the seven bedrooms of the archdea- 
cons lodgings to a ‘normal sized house’ in 
Wheatley. 

‘I've never thrown a book away, so its going 
to be a difficult process to have to downsize.’ 
He will also miss the wonderful garden, where 
he grows hundreds of tomatoes each year, his 
other passion. 

But he is looking forward to having time to 
reflect on what to do next, and to spending 
more time with his wife, Angela. 

‘I shan't miss the work, but shall miss the 
people at Christ Church and across the diocese. 
I am not going to take on any engagements for 
six months, give myself space to find out what 
God wants me to do.’ 

He will maintain his links to the Cathedral, 
as he becomes an honorary canon emeritus. 
This means he will be invited to receptions, and 
to do chaplaincy work at Christ Church from 
time to time. 

He is passionate about the work being done 
to open up the Cathedral to the whole diocese, 
and to visitors. 

Its unique role as college and Cathedral has 




The Venerable John Morrison, who retires as 
archdeacon of Oxford this month. Pictured left 
on his bike for the annual Ride and Stride bike 
ride, photos Frank Blackwell 

always created special difficulties For decades, 
there has been talk of creating a co-Cathedral, 
or even splitting up the diocese, as its size 
makes it difficult for one site to be accessed and 
‘owned’ by all the diocese. 

But John is confident that the Cathedral is 
moving forward in the right direction. 

‘The Cathedral is now being brought to the 
centre of diocesan life, this move is picking up 
speed under Christopher Lewis [the new dean 
of Christ Church]. It’s opening up is a remark- 
able and wonderful process.’ 



MAYBE IT’S NEWS TO YOU . . . 

. . . the 
Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
the UK 



For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 01502 71 1 171, or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I 0BR 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Email bsdoori 
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Harry’s ‘game’ 



One of the more 
dignified and 
striking respons- 
es to Prince 
Harry’s ‘poor 
choice’ of fancy- 
dress costume 
came from a 
holocaust sur- 
vivor inter- 
viewed for TV 
News. She simply said, ‘He 
understands nothing 

because he knows nothing’. 
She has probably been say- 
ing that of people for 60 
years. 

It’s not just the 50% of the 
British population (or 60% 
of those under 35) who don’t 
know the meaning of 
‘Auschwitz’ that understand 
and know nothing. To a 
greater or lesser extent, it’s 
all of us who are not sur- 
vivors of the holocaust. A 
contributor to the Holocaust 
Memorial Day website 
astutely reflects, ‘You may 
think you understand the 
enormity of what happened 
during the holocaust. Then 
you find out something more 
and realise you’re never 
going to fully grasp the sheer 
horror of it all.’ 

Prince Harry has high- 
lighted an ignorance that 
has always been there in 
British society - and it’s 
partly wilful. Whether we 
have had the best education 
money can buy, or the best 
education that the state pro- 
vides for free, we still struggle 
to hear stories that we don’t 
want to hear, of atrocities 
that we don’t want to believe 
are possible. Remember that 
it was decades before holo- 
caust survivors were able to 
tell their stories and be 
believed. 

Initiatives like Holocaust 



Memorial Day 
and the Anne 
Frank Exhibition 
are important 
because the edu- 
cation must go 
on. We need to 
know what 
Nazism meant to 
its perpetrators 
and victims then, 
and what it means to people 
now. We need to know 
about the past, yes, but we 
also need to make connec- 
tions with the present - with 
contemporary racism, dis- 
crimination, xenophobia 
and genocide. We need to 
use our knowledge to com- 
bat these evils and our own 
constant complicity in them. 
For, as Rowan Williams puts 
it in his endorsement of the 
churches’ resource pack for 
Holocaust Memorial Day: 
‘One of the lessons we still 
struggle to learn is how frail 
our commitment can be to 
what we profess.’ 

A feature in the Guardian 
on the same day as the 
furore over Harry’s ‘mis- 
take’ said all that needed to 
be said through seven mov- 
ing stories of Holocaust sur- 
vivors. One was Leon 
Greenman, now 94 and liv- 
ing in Ilford, whose wife and 
baby son were gassed in 
Auschwitz. He has spent the 
last 60 years campaigning 
against racism. He told how 
he received a Christmas card 
two years ago from the local 
fascists telling him that he 
would make a lovely lamp- 
shade. As the journalist said: 
‘Don’t tell Leon Greenman 
that Nazism is a dry-as-dust 
historical phenomenon.’ 

Alison Webster is Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Adviser 




Hate, hatred, race and religion 

Robin Richardson on 'scaremongering' over the Government's new law against incitement to religious hatred 



OUGHT there to be a law against incite- 
ment to religious hatred? This question is 
currently under discussion in Parliament. 
It has also been raised recently by a play 
about the Sikh community in Birmingham 
and by Jerry Springer - the Opera. Well- 
known comedians such as Rowan 
Atkinson say the proposed new law will 
stop them making jokes about religion. 

Unfortunately, the debates and com- 
ments on this topic are often misin- 
formed. One church newspaper, for 
example, announced the new law will 
mean it’s illegal to preach the Gospel. The 
same paper referred to the ‘Religious 
Incitement Bill’, when in fact there is no 
such Bill. The government is simply pro- 
posing to add two words to the Public 
Order Bill 1986. For 40 years it has been 
illegal to stir up racial hatred. The new 
law will mean it is also illegal to stir up 
religious hatred. 

Oh, exclaim critics of the proposal, 
that’s ridiculous. You cannot choose your 
race, but you can choose your religion. 
It’s obviously wrong to incite hatred 
against people because of their race, since 



they can do nothing about it. But they can 
choose whether or not to be religious, so 
it’s entirely OK to incite hatred because of 
religion. The new law, the argument con- 
tinues, will limit freedom of expression - 
the freedom of comedians to crack jokes, 
and the freedom of religious people to 
criticise each other. 

But these arguments too are misin- 
formed and scaremongering. There is 
absolutely nothing in the government’s 
proposal that would stop people like 
Rowan Atkinson telling jokes about reli- 
gion. After all, there has been a law 
against stirring up racial hatred for 40 
years, but that hasn’t stopped Bernard 
Manning, and countless others like him, 
telling jokes about race. Nor will the new 
law curb freedom of speech in new ways, 
or the preaching of sermons. 

And incidentally it’$ not true that every- 
one can choose their religion. Think of 
Northern Ireland, for example. ‘Are you 
Protestant or Catholic?’ someone asks 
someone else in the old joke. ‘Neither,’ 
comes the reply. ‘I’m an atheist.’ - ‘Yes,’ 
says the first person, ‘but are you a 



Protestant atheist or a Catholic atheist?’ 
Here in the Diocese of Oxford, no one 
tries to stir up hatred against Christians - 
no one eggs other people on to commit 
what the police call hate crimes against 
Christians, for example to attack 
Christians in the streets, or damage their 
property, or daub slogans on their 
churches, or desecrate their graves. But in 
this part of Britain as elsewhere there are 
people who try to incite hate crimes such 
as these against Muslim communities, 
and at present their vile activities are law- 
ful. It is vital that Christians in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, and 
throughout the country, should support 
our Muslim sisters and brothers on this 
matter. We should say and show that hate 
crimes based on religion are as totally 
unacceptable as hate crimes based on 
race. We should support the 
Government’s present proposal. 

Robin Richardson is a member of St Mary 
Magdalene Church ; Woodstock , and of the 
Diocesan Committee for Racial Justice. 



Blessed relief of the ‘off’ button 



Pre 

The Problem: 

The Internet: Badly written pages on poor- 
ly designed sites. Where ‘navigation’ is rede- 
fined as the inability to find anything; where 
the only available maps highlight places that 
no longer seem to exist. 

The stress induced by this modem cre- 
ation is 67.55% greater than divorce or 
childbirth... I just made that up and pub- 
lished it on my website so it must be true. 

Maybe the internet is a reflection of the 
world... a diverse, confusing and slightly 
scary muddle. Fun isn’t it? 

The solution: 

Turn it off of course. Ah deceptively simple. 
But like drinking water instead of coffee or 
giving up chocolate this a lot easier said 
than done. 

Yes, the physical procedure is straightfor- 



ward. Flick a switch or press a few buttons 
(use the strangely misnamed ‘Start’ button) 
but even now ‘options’ stand in your way... 
‘Shut Down’ - and face the terrible finality 
of it - or ‘Stand By’ so as to more quickly 
restart when whatever chore has called you 
away is complete. 

Of course there are those times when 
there is no choice at all. Perhaps broadband 
subscribers to BT should look with grati- 
tude rather than frustration at the engineers 

Perhaps they twiddle a knob here or 
there. This is of course futile as com- 
puters only respond to rough treat- 
ment and have fortunately been left 
out of the recent smacking bill 

who deprived them of Internet access this 
week (according to the Milton Keynes 
News). The cause of this ‘outrage’? 
‘Communication lost with Bletchley’. Now 



60 years ago this might have been of some 
consequence as the nation unknowingly 
turned toward this obscure (not if you live 
there of course!) corner of 
Buckinghamshire. But this is 2005 and BT 
had thrown a wobbly. A blessing in disguise 
if they would but recognise it. 

One has visions of a hundred thousand 
workers staring oddly at their screens won- 
dering why (and it is traditional to blame 
Bill Gates} yet another hurdle has been 
thrown at them. Perhaps they twiddle a 
knob here or there. This is of course futile as 
computers only respond to rough treatment 
and have fortunately been left out of the 
recent smacking bill. 

And after they had got over the shock 
and distress, what did they do? Is it possible 
they picked up a book, met a neighbour or 
even spent a few more moments playing 
with the kids? Oh it’s come back on... I’ll 
just check my e-mail. 

Phil Hind is the diocesan web editor 





PUBLISH YOUR BOOK WITH B00KPRINT! 

Bookprint Creative Services, founded in January 1993, is an independent Christian 
company built on almost 30 years' experience in designing and producing books for 
publishers. We have looked after the design and production of many hundreds of titles for 
Christian publishers and authors - well over two million books in all and including a 
number of bestsellers. 

For authors who are ready to finance the production of their book we offer a complete 
one-stop service from receipt of manuscript to delivery of finished books - and more. As 
well as complete design and production we can offer editorial assistance if required and a 
sales, marketing and distribution service into Christian bookshops and potentially beyond. 

This is the ideal route for an author to self-publish his or her book, allowing them to 
achieve a quality and standard normally only attained by leading publishers. Through our 
associate company Thankful Books we also offer self-financing authors the opportunity to 
have their book considered for co-publication under this new and growing Christian 
publishing imprint, giving further increased sales potential. 

Whether you have written a book of poems, teaching, autobiography or the history of 
your church or parish - you name it - provided it exceeds a minimum of about 16,000 
words we can turn it into a professional paperback or hardback, printed black inside (with 
colour pictures added if required) and full colour cover. Print runs start at 500 copies. 

Your book could be the achievement of a lifetime: Bookprint can help you make it a 
reality, attaining a standard to maximise its potential and help it stand alongside the best. 

For further details send for a free information pack and estimate request form, without 
obligation, to Bookprint, 2a The Avenue, Eastbourne, E. Sussex BN 21 3YA, or email: 
BCS@bookprint.co.uk or telephone: 01323-411315. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



INTERESTED IN 
THEOLOGICAL TRAINING? 



is holding an OPEN DAY 

on 

Thursday 3 March 2005 

• Are you considering theological study? 

• Are you thinking about training 
for lay or ordained ministry? 

Would you like to know more about Trinity College? 
Then this Open Day is for you! 

For further details please contact: Mrs Barbara Clifton, 
Admissions Secretary 

Tfel: 0117 968 2803 - Fax: 0117 968 7470 
or email: admissions@trinfty-bris^cuk 



© 

Trinity 

College 

BRISTOL 
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Why I marched on Downing 
Street with Dawn French 




by Olivia Graham 

I KNOW a little about poverty in Africa. When I 
was 18 I went to teach in a very poor bush 
school in Western Kenya. Over the next 16 
years, I worked in Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia and 
Senegal and did a degree in Development 
Studies. Since then I have been on the Africa 
Grants Committee of Comic Relief (with the 
lovely job of deciding where the Red Nose Day 
money is to be spent!). So you will understand, 
dear Reader, that when the invitation came to 
join the Vicar of Dibley on a Make Poverty 
History march, I didn’t hesitate. 

On Thursday 13th January, I, with colleague 
Gill Lovell, joined Dawn French and about 250 
other women clergy and religious for this won- 
derful publicity stunt. We gathered, we prayed, 
we marched, we protested, we sang, we scaled 
the plinth of Nelson’s Column, we laughed and 
we wept. Why did I go? Because I am horrified 
at the scandals of trade injustice, of the slow 



pace of debt relief and of ‘aid’ which is nothing 
of the sort. Because I am passionately committed 
to the idea that it is the responsibility of all of us 
to do something to improve the lives of poor 
people in poor countries. Because I am deeply 
shocked at the image of a 2 year old who has 
had her toes chewed by rats as she sleeps on the 
streets of Dar Es Salaam. And because I have 
seen at first hand some of the conditions which 
lead a child to die of poverty-related causes every 
three seconds. While you have been reading this 
paragraph, another seven children have died. 

I once talked to a man in a village in the dry, 
northern part of Senegal. He was a cattle herder, 
and had recently been married. His wife had 
gone into labour with their first child. After two 
days, the labour wasn’t progressing. There was 
no medical help and the traditional midwife did 
not know what else to do. So this man put his 
wife on a donkey cart and started the 40 mile 
journey to the nearest hospital. She died on the 
second day of the journey. All he could do was 



to turn around and take her back to the village 
for burial. I thought of my own safe, clean and 
expertly assisted experience of childbirth. I 
thought of how much she had suffered in the 
four days before her death. And the unfairness 
of it struck me like a hammer. 

We have a great opportunity this year to stand 
up and make a great big noise and to insist that 



our leaders and our politicians don’t pretend this 
isn’t happening or that they are powerless to 
change things. So let’s do it; let’s get involved; 
together we can make poverty history. 

Revd Olivia Graham is the team vicar of Burnham , 
Slough She is pictured above right with Dawn 
French, photo Frank Blackwell 



From Jubilee 2000 to Making Poverty History - building a new future for the world’s poor 



by William Reid 

ONE of the most welcome phenomena of the 
1990’s was the Jubilee 2000 campaign which 
challenged international creditors to cancel the 
debts of the world’s poorest countries as a cele- 
bration of the millennium. Backed initially by 
individuals, the churches and international 
NGO’s and later with support coming all the 
way from the Pope to the pop world. Jubilee 
2000 defied convention and through peaceful 
campaigning succeeded in extracting promises 
from the G8 countries to cancel $100bn 
(£52.1 bn) of the debts of the world’s poorest 
countries, mainly in sub-Saharan Africa. In six 
short years, as one commentator remarked, 
‘Jubilee 2000 had become the world’s most 
effective single issue initiative’. This momentous 
campaign also threw up some amazing statistics 
showing what ordinary people can achieve if 



they are determined enough. The Jubilee 2000 
petition gathered over 20 million signatures 
from 165 countries making it the world’s largest 
international petition. And if we take the total 
debt relief promised by the international institu- 
tions and the G8 as $100bn (£52.1 bn), this 
makes each signature worth $5,000 (£2,600). 
At the same time the total income of Jubilee 
2000 from 1994-2000 was probably no more 
than £5,000,000. So using the same calculation 
it means that every £1 donated showed an 
incredible return of £10,420. Some ordinary 
idea, some extraordinary people. The new 
Make Poverty History campaign aims to build 
on these foundations by campaigning firstly for 
the unpayable debts of the world’s poorest 
countries to be cancelled in full, by fair and 
transparent means. 

Additionally, the momentum generated by the 



massive worldwide support for Jubilee 2000 and 
the world’s poor has now begun to spill over into 
aid budgets. Make Poverty History, as a second 
objective, seeks $50 billion more in aid per year 
and the setting of a binding timetable for spend- 
ing 0.7% of national income on aid. 

The third objective of Make Poverty History 
is trade justice for the developing world in the 
form of trading arrangements which are fair; 
including the ending of rich country export sub- 
sidies. The Doha Development Round of trade 
talks currently taking place at the World Trade 
Organisation aims to get rich countries to agree 
to open up their markets and reduce subsidies. 

2005 is scheduled to be a year as never before 
when at long last the plight of the world’s poor 
is expected to dominate the global policy making 
agenda. And by these constructive actions rich 
countries will certainly show a continuing com- 



mitment towards helping the developing world. 
However, these actions cannot in themselves suc- 
ceed in making poverty history. Today, too many 
African countries are still suffering from an 
‘independence hangover’ with entrenched gov- 
ernments which are often autocratic, incompe- 
tent, venal and repressive. Consequently sub- 
Saharan African countries languish at the bot- 
tom of every UN social indicator with their peo- 
ple paralysed in perpetual poverty. Until the 
African Union changes course and starts work- 
ing for the people of Africa by cracking down on 
bad government ‘making poverty history’ will 
continue to be a challenge. Real success will 
depend on Africans seizing this opportunity to 
ensure that constructive development results. 
William Reid was a founder member of Jubilee 2000, a 
former treasurer of Drop the Debt who now runs a web- 
site on international development issues 
www.justlworld.org . 



AVAILABLE 

Prayer books, Hymn books 
& Choir vestments (red 
cassocks & white 
surplices). Good condition. 
Donation appreciated. 
For further details 

Tel: 01823 490297 



ORGANIST 

Experienced Church 
Organist available for 
deputising, weddings and 
funerals. Oxford, South 
Oxon and Abingdon areas. 

R.S.C.M. rates. 

Tel: (01865) 340953 



ARTisTs in Staged Glass 
DAV iD Was ley 
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01494 773712 

www.3RpmiLLEnnivmARjists.co.vic 
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Director of music 
St Michael’s West Andover 

Worship will help us express our joy, 
will have a depth that feeds us, and 
will have a deepening sense of God's 

presence. 

We are looking for someone who is: 



V, 



a committed Christian, who will share our 
fellowship, ministry and mission, 
open to the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
church's liturgy and worship, 
able to value music from every age. 
able to enjoy our Allen digital Organ and 
lead and encourage our musicians and 
singers 

More details from Revd. Chris Rankine 

01264 392541 

or email: chris.rankine@ntlworld.com 
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NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE. 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 
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factory C off< 

Manager 



cc * SA 



Do you enjoy making people feel welcome and 
have a flair for presenting delicious healthy 
food? 



St. Mary's is looking for someone enterprising to 
manage their new refectory selling fair trade food and 
drinks in the centre of old Aylesbury. 

Possible job share for two friends. 

Good salary for motivated person. 

For further details phone Jan on 01296 437641 



National 

^ Fruit Specialists ^ 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

10% Discount until 19 March 05 

FREE SPEOAUST CATA10CUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 




EVER WISH YOU HAD A SECOND CHANCE AT EDUCATION? 



Study for the Certificate of Higher Education 
(Just one year and equivalent to 120 CATS points - the first year of 
a university degree) 

• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 19) 




Social Administration • Legal Studies • Theology and 
Religious Studies and Business Studies with 
Business Ethics 

Short courses also available including computing ■ small, 
friendly classes! 

♦Students can live in our own purpose built accommodation or live 
out if they prefer* 

FREE TASTER COURSE • Call for more information 

Monica Dolton, Registrar : (Freephone) 0800 083 0813 
email: admissions@plater.ac.uk website: www.plater.ac.uk 
Plater College Oxford, Pullens Lane, Headington, Oxford 0X3 0DT 



Deepen your Lenten meditations with 
some leading Christian writers 

Whether you want Lent reading material for personal 
refection, Lenten exegesis, or group study u/ithin your 
parish, Continuum has the authors to suit your needs 

■ Known to the Senses 

Martin Warner 

The 2005 Mowbray Lent Book offers an 
entirety new perspective on the spiritual 
journey leading to Easter and the 
Resurrection, as we are encouraged to 
use our senses to find God. 

0-8192-8109-3 PB £7.99 Morehouse 



Seven Last Words 

Timothy Raddijfe 

Timothy Radcliffe's profound meditations 
on the seven last words of Christ from 
the cross. 

0-8601-2397-9 PB £6.99 Burns & Oates 





Tree of Knowledge, Tree of Life 

Richard Chartres 

The Bishop of London invites us to join 
him through the year from Ash 
Wednesday to Epiphany, and opens our 
eyes to endless possibilities in living the 
Gospel. 

0-8192-8123-9 PB £9.99 Morehouse 



Lent with Evelyn Underhill 

Euelyn Underhill 

Inspirational passages providing a 
reading for every day in Lent from one of 
the great Anglican exponents of the 
mystical life. 

0-8264-7675-9 PB £5.99 Continuum 




A 

continuum 



Available now from all 
good booksellers 
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What price Unity? 



Why does it seem to 
take terrible disas- 
ters to get us to be 
half decent to each 
other? Helplessly, 
watching t:he images 
on TV a small 
amount of imagina- 
tion enabled many 
people to feel that, 
after all, we really 
are one world. This aware- 
ness put side issues in the 
shade for most of us. Not 
everyone — an Australian 
preacher said God was pun- 
ishing Muslims for being 
Muslims, and, just to show 
Christians don’t have a 
monopoly on craziness, an 
Imam explained on TV that 
his Mosque survived because 
God uses disasters to punish 
evil people, not his lot. Back 
on planet earth, however, 
most people were touched by 
fellow feeling, powerfully 
affirming that God has made 
of one blood all his children 
upon earth. 

There’s been a remarkable 
release of positive energy all 
over the world since Boxing 
Day. 

Encouragingly, the generos- 
ity of ordinary people has 
often led the way. This is only 
a beginning, of course. We 
mustn’t let generosity now 
create a self-satisfied feeling 
later in the year that we’ve 
done our bit. Other needs 
continue to press themselves 
upon the real world. 
Remember Africa. 

We still need structural solu- 
tions to poverty, including 
debt repayment. Encour- 
agingly, there do seem to be 
people at the heart of our gov- 
ernment who really under- 
stand this need, and want to 
use the UK’s position in 
Europe and the world this year 
to help make poverty history. 

How do we sustain positive 
awareness of unity among 



Christians, even 
when there isn’t 
disaster to 
catalyse it? 
Turning back to 
the 2005 In-tray, 
I found the 
Windsor Report. 
There are single 
issue fanatics 
who think it’s all 
about sex. In fact, it’s all 
about Unity. Scripture urges 
us to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of peace. So 
what bonds should peace 
have? Legal? Ceremonial? 
Emotional? Historical? 
Geographic? Anglicans use all 
these, in various permutations. 

First and foremost, real 
unity comes from Christ. We 
can’t create it by trying to be 
nice to each other, whipping 
everybody into line, or paper- 
ing over the cracks. God has 
already created Unity for us 
in Christ, as a free gift, 
through the pain of the cross. 
Sadly, we aren’t always ready 
to receive this Unity for what 
it is, in the spirit it is given. 
Rather than imposing any- 
thing on all the others, we 
need to find ways of receiving 
for ourselves the peace Christ 
made on the cross, so that it 
changes our own awareness 
and attitudes. 

This Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, worshipping 
with Christians from all over 
Milton Keynes, we prayed 
these words. They are by 
Arthur Gray, and used by the 
Iona community: 

O Christ , the Master 
Carpenter ; who at the last , 
through wood and nails , pur- 
chased our whole salvation: 
wield well your tools in the 
workshop of your world , so 
that we who come rough- 
hewn to your bench mcfy here 
be fashioned to a truer beauty 
of your hand. We ask it for 
your own name's sake. Amen. 




Tsunami appeal; climate change; Bridget Jones gets religion v. good! 



Mobiles for tsunami appeal 

NO doubt your readers have 
been watching the tsunami 
news reports, stunned at the 
devastation following the 
massive earthquake off the 
coast of Sumatra. 

A phenomenal amount of 
support has been given by the 
British public in the form of 
monetary donations. I am 
writing to let your readers 
know of another way they can 
help - by donating old mobile 
phones and printer cartridges. 

These are items which often 
end up in the bin, yet they 
have the potential to raise a 
massive amount of money. As 
a representative of Euro- 
source, a company which spe- 
cialises in running charity 
recycling appeals, I want as 
many people as possible to 
know about this innovative 
fundraising opportunity. 

Eurosource has pledged to 
give cash to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) 
for every mobile and cartridge 
which is recycled. As this is 
the umbrella organisation for 
various aid agencies, we feel 
the DEC is best placed to 
ensure that the funds raised go 
to those who need them most. 

So, readers, if any of you 
received a new mobile phone 
for Christmas, I am urging 
you to donate your old one to 
our Tsunami Recycling 
Appeal. To find out what 
types of mobiles and car- 
tridges we can recycle, and 
how much we'll give to the 
DEC for the items donated, 
look at www.recyclingap- 

Clergy News 

Revd Dr Tim Astin, NSM Curate, 
Beedon & Peasemore with Isley & 
Famborough, to be NSM, Woodley 
Team Ministry; Revd Anna Bindoff, 

Assistant Curate (part time) at 
Blackbird Leys, is to leave; Revd 
Stephen Cousins, NSM Associate 
Priest, Reading, to be NSM Assistant 
Priest, Shiplake with Dunsden & 
Harpsden; Revd Canon Julian 
Hubbard, Residentiary Canon of 
Guildford Cathedral and Director of 



peal.CQm/tsunami. 

If you have a mobile phone 
or printer cartridge to donate, 
all you have to do is visit the 
website or call 08712 50 50 
50 and ask for a freepost bag 
for the Tsumami Recycling 
Appeal - then drop your item 
in the post. 

Robert Morton 
Corporate Responsibility 
Executive, Redeem PLC 



Join the Green Revolution? 

THE article with the above 
title in the November issue of 
the Door has in it the state- 
ment that ‘some believe that 
some events of this summer 
are a foretaste of what is to 
come....” which highlights 
therefore that it is a belief sys- 
tem not based on true science 
and such is the unproven 
belief that global warming is a 
direct result of increasing car- 
bon dioxide emission, with, to 
quote, 'the rich west mostly 
to blame'. 

One informed writer recent- 
ly said 'the claim of man-made 
global warming represents the 
descent of science from the 
pursuit of truth into politi- 
cised propaganda. 

18,000 scientists signed the 
Oregon Petition which criti- 
cised such flawed thinking, 
adding that the historic evi- 
dence showed increased 
atmospheric carbon dioxide 
was environmentally helpful 
and that the 'Kyoto' agree- 
ment to reduce such emissions 
would trap the developing 
world in poverty. 

Other scientists say that it is 

Ministerial Training, to be Archdeacon 
of Oxford and Residentiary Canon of 
Christ Church; Revd Stephen Jones, 

Vicar, Northampton St Benedict, to be 
House for Duty NSM, Wbotton with 
Glympton and Kiddlington; Revd John 
Lewis, NSM, St John, Newbury, to be 
Priest in Charge, SS Peter & Paul 
Borden, Sittingboume and Schools' 
Liaison Officer for the Sittingboume 
Deanery, Canterbury; Revd Canon 
Trevor Maines, Vicar, St Mary the 
Virgin, Goldington, to be House for 



increases in temperature that is 
increasing natural carbon 
dioxide levels - not the other 
way round. Also £76 million 
will be the estimated cost to 
meet Kyoto, which many feel 
would be better spent on direct 
relief of third world poverty 
and disease. One renowned 
scientist has estimated that less 
than one year's cost of imple- 
menting Kyoto could provide 
clean water for every person 
on earth. Others are certain 
that global warming is most 
likely to be due to the 
increased cosmic ray flux of a 
sun which has been more 
active in the twentieth century 
than it has been since records 
have been kept. 

The general statement that 
‘science has proved’ some- 
thing or the other should 
always be suspect. Science, 
especially 'psuedo science' 
does not speak with one voice 
and is ever changing. 

All this is not to say that we 
should cease efforts to reduce 
pollution of all kinds but, for 
health, welfare of plant and ani- 
mal life reasons. What Genesis 
2 verse 15 calls for, namely 
tending and caring for the earth 
that God has put us all in. 

As an engineer I would 
translate this directive of God 
as requiring the conservation 
of energy and of all the ample 
resources that He has provided 
for us to enjoy in His creation. 

The church or its agents 
should not get involved in 
such psuedo scientific/political 
matters when it has adequate 
direction to be engaged fully 

Duty Priest, Beedon & Peasemore 
with West I Is ley & Famborough, also 
Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth & 
Fawley; Revd Sister Josie 
Midwinter, Associate Vicar of the 
Ladygrove Church, Didcot All Saints, 
to be Priest in Charge, Drayton, 
Abingdon; Revd Owen Murphy, 
Priest in Charge, St Mary's Shinfield, 
Reading Deanery, to be Vicar of St 
Martin's, Barnehurst, Kent; Revd 
Peter Rouch, Research Fellow, St 



in caring for and tending the 
earth already. 

R.C.Turner C.Eng. 

by email 



V. v. good, Bridget Jones! 
REQUEST Alison Webster 
remain in this persona 
(December Door, page 8) with 
regular column in voice of 
current film/book/tv pro- 
gramme. 

Could begin with 'Strictly 
come preaching' followed by 
‘I'm a Vicar, get me out of 
this dangerous, clergy-eating 
congregation’? 

Maggie Greaves 
by email 

I LOVED Bridget Jones gets 
religion! (When does the DVD 
come out??) 

Alison Webster pushes all 
the right buttons here, to dis- 
play the tragic flaw in Alpha- 
course evangelism. 

Am still smilling as I return 
to my task in hand - address- 
ing an envelope to the Bishop 
of Oxford. 

Clare Weiner 
by email 

YES, yes, yes! V.Good. 
Enjoyed reading B Jones gets 
religion, if only! Is Bible seen 
as self-help manual when read 
with cappucino and choc 
croissant? 

Andrew Hawken 
by email 

BRILLIANT, refreshing. Can 
just visualise the third film! 

Diana Glover 

by email 

Stephen's House, to be Priest in 
Charge, St Cuthbert's Miles Platting 
and Apostles' Ancoats, Manchester; 
Revd Philip Tovey, Director of LLM 
Training and Training Officer for the 
Diocese of Oxford, to be also 
Associate Priest, Wootton St Peter, 
Abingdon; Revd John Townend, 
Priest in Charge, Bright 
walton with Catmore, Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth & Fawley, to be also Priest 
in Charge, Beedon & Peasemore with 
West I Isley 



PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL, WOKINGHAM 

Seeks a 

Director of Music 

• To lead and develop the musical support of worship 

• To maintain and enhance a strong Anglican/Catholic 

Choral tradition. • To train, direct and encourage 
development of the SATB choir. 

Fine 3-manual Victorian tracker pipe organ. 
Remuneration at RSCM rates. 

Further details from: 

St Paul's Parish Office, Reading Road, 
Wokingham RG41 1EH. 

Tel: 0118 979 2122 

e-mail: office@stpauls-wokingham.org.uk 




parishpump.co.uk 

The essential website for church magazine editors 

I |J we provide high quality content for... 

m magazines • newsletters 

m pew sheets « notices 

* leaflets 

Visit us for 
cartoons, graphics, 
children’s pages, * ^ , 

crossword puzzles. ^ f 1 
articles, humour, 
reviews & more! 



SOUTH WEST 
ALPHA 

CONFERENCE 



10th- 1 1th MARCH 2005 

The South West Alpha conference is taking 
place at The Gateway, Yeovil, Somerset on 
March 10th & 11th 2005. 



If you are interested in starting up your own 
Alpha course or are looking at ways of 
attracting more guests, then why not come 
along and find out more... 

Guest speakers include Nicky Gumbel, 

Jamie Haith and John Valentine. 



For further information or a brochure 
phone 0845 458 2718 or email: 
alpha4yeovil@aol.com 




Alpha 




Give your Furniture 
a New Lease of Life! 



We offer specialist repair or full restoration to 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leathi 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dents, bums removed • Pet damage repaired 

• Cuts & rips repaired • Structural repairs 

• Surfaces refinished or reconditioned 

• Cushions refilled 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much more! 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



Christian Connection 



the most popular friendship and dating site 
for UK and Irish Christians 

free ten day trial 

hundreds of people have married! 




express dating and social events too! 



As featured in the Guardian, Telegraph, BBC Radio 
and across the Christian Press 



www.christianconnection.co.uk 



MODERN 

rm. 



— complete music store — 1 

JOHANNUS 

Church Organs 

Quality, digitally sampled 
organs for the Church 
and home. 




All models have built-in amplification and 
speakers, and are adaptable for use with 
external speakers for larger installations. 



For more information, free CD and colour 
literature on the entire range of these fine 
instruments, contact: 

John Farndon or Tim Monday on 

0118 958 1320 - MODERN MUSIC 



120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QA 

Tel: 0118 958 1320 

e-mail: sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
www.modern-music.co.uk 
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Climate change 



Preaching a green message: 
the Church and global warming 



What can the Church do to 
tackle global warming? Jo 
Rathbone, of the national 
organisation eco-congrega- 
tion, sets out some ideas. 
She is one of the speakers at 
the Diocesan conference on 
climate change on 26 
February in High Wycombe. 

CLIMATE change is one of the 
greatest threats to the planet 
and the poorest people on the 
planet. It is already claiming 
thousands of lives through 
more severe weather patterns, 
and heatwaves. The poorest on 
the planet are least able to deal 
with the structural problems 
caused by climate change, and 
least able to adapt through bet- 
ter infrastructure (better houses 
which don’t get swept away in 
floods, flood defences, better 
irrigation in drought-ridden 
areas etc). But it is generally 



accepted by the world’s climate 
scientists that those in the rich 
countries are contributing most 
to the causes of climate change: 
so what can we do, as individu- 
als, but also as faith communi- 
ties, to address this challenge? 

The biggest problem is car- 
bon dioxide (C02) emissions, 
which contribute to greenhouse 
gases, and add to global warm- 
ing. C02 is produced when we 
bum fossil fuels, so the main 
problems are: 

• heating when fuelled by fossil 
fuels (gas, electricity produced 
by gas or coal burning power 
stations) 

• electricity usage (when pro- 
duced by gas or coal burning 
power stations) 

• transport (cars, planes) 

The challenge is to reduce sig- 
nificantly the amount of C02 
we emit by simple, but effective, 
measures. Here are some ideas 



for you and your church to get 
stuck into! 

Heating 

Aim: to reduce C02 emissions 
through better insulation, target- 
ing the heating where it is really 
needed, more efficient boilers, 
more effective monitoring. 

Carry out an audit of what 
the church has actually been 
using, and whether the heating 
is used appropriately. 

Something as simple as ther- 
mostatic valves on each radia- 
tor, or separately controlled 
areas in church rooms which 
can be programmed in accord- 
ing to room usage, could save 
pounds in fuel bills. 

Second, is there any scope for 
improving insulation and 
reducing drafts? What about an 
extra set of doors to keep the 
heat inside, rather than it all 
escaping straight out of the 



doors? If radiators are installed, 
putting aluminium foil behind 
the radiator reflects the heat 
back into the room, rather than 
heating the wall. Simple, cheap 
and effective. Double glazing is 
obviously not the answer for 
most church buildings, but it 
may be in church rooms. If new 
buildings, or extensions are 
under discussion, how can the 
design incorporate heat saving 
ideas? Some churches have 
installed fans to blow the hot 
air down from the lofty heights, 
which is effective and surpris- 
ingly unintrusive. 

Third, if the boiler is at the 
end of its life and consideration 
is being given to a new system, 
there are some alternatives: 

• Condensing boilers are much 
more efficient that ordinary gas 
boilers - and there’s help to 
fund them: see the Big green 
boiler scheme www.green-boil- 
ers.co.uk. 

• Ground source heat pump 
(using the earth’s constant tem- 
perature a metre or so under- 
ground to source the heat). A 
small scale wind or solar tile 
construction could provide the 
energy needed to operate the 
pump. Funding for such proj- 
ects are more readily available 
if there are clear environmental 
benefits. The church could lead 
the way in the community! 

Fourth, turn down the ther- 
mostat by one degree. Some 
expea that the church building 
should be as warm as the living 
room at home. If the church is 
really cold, is there a smaller 
place to meet in winter which is 
easier to heat? In some church- 
es, meeting in a different place 
revitalises the congregation! 
Electricity 

Aim: to reduce the amount of 
C02 produced through reduc- 
ing the amount of electricity 
used, and using elearicity from 
a renewable source. 

Carry out an audit of elearic- 
ity usage - look back at the bills 
for the last year or two. It may 
be possible to find a cheaper 
source of electricity through a 
central buying scheme. If the 
Diocese could negotiate a cen- 
tral buying scheme, buying 
through such a scheme would 
provide considerable savings. 

Second, reduce the amount of 
elearicity used. This can be 
through: 

• using low energy bulbs - 
again central buying schemes 
get the best prices. 

• turn off lights when not in 
use, switch off computers when 
not in use, never leave anything 
on stand by. 

• only boil the amount of 
water actually needed in a ket- 
tle or urn. 



• Clean windows to let in more 
light, and reduce the need for 
having the lights on! 

Third, what about buying 
elearicity from a renewable 
source? Friends of the Earth 
recommends the following tar- 
iffs (in alphabetical order): Eco 
Energy; Ecotricity Old Energy 
Tariff; Good Energy (previously 
known as unit[e]) ; Green 
Energy 100; RSPB Energy. 

Look at their website for an 
in-depth explanation of renew- 
able electricity suppliers 
(www.foe.co.uk and click on 
‘climate’ and then ‘green ener- 
gy’). Although it is more expen- 



'Part of our Christian 
heritage is the word 
'sacrifice 7 . We need to 
reduce our expectations 
for the sake of the 
planet and its people 7 



sive, if the energy saving meas- 
ures are taken seriously, then 
this could mean that overall it is 
no more expensive, and you 
would make big inroads into 
reducing your C02 emissions 
as a church. 

Fourth, what about produc- 
ing your own electricity? More 
and more small scale renewable 
electricity generation schemes 
are being used. This is particu- 
larly appropriate if you are con- 
sidering a new building. It may 
help your grant applications if 
there is a plan for your new 
church hall to have an aim to 
raise awareness of climate 
change in the local community. 
But if your church roof needs 
replacing, what an opportunity! 
Think of all those south facing 
roofs! Again, your roof fund 
may be swelled considerably if 
there is an environmental bene- 
fit, and the church takes the 
lead in educating the local com- 
munity. 

What about the vicarage? 

All the above ideas could be 
employed in the vicarage! What 
is the state of the loft insulation, 
double glazing, draft insulation, 
central heating? Could the vic- 
arage be an eco show home for 
the community? What a wit- 
ness to the call to care for cre- 
ation! This could save your 
vicar/rector/curate money in 
fuel bills, and help prevent cli- 
mate change into the bargain. 

What about the congregation? 

Of course, all these ideas can be 
taken on board by every mem- 
ber of the congregation, as part 
of our God-given responsibility 
to care for creation, and our 
moral responsibility to the 
poorest people on the planet. 



Holiday Special Q5 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www. northcotemanorfa rm.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable private villa. 
All dates available 

Winter/Spring Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Lowestoft 

Suffolk 

| Ideal for Suffolk heritage 
coast the Broads and award 
1 winning beaches. B 8 B offers 
luxury en*suite facilities with 
sea and garden views. 

I I Non-smoking 

For delays: 01502 574 927 
email: faiftavensl glxeafremaiLnet 







Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Mb M 3 S 31 974 9449 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



WEST CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA+ + * 70% Superior 
Tel: 01209 203000 

www.penventon.con. 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedtow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

WMI3RIA, CENTRAL ITALY 



Details f row: 0117 986 3170 



Ruthern Valley 

Self-Catering Lodges/Caravans 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar. No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel/Fax: 01208 831 395 

Ruthern Valley Holidays 

Huthembridge. Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5LU. 
www. self -catering-ruthern.co.uk 



PEMBIBKISHIIE SBASI 

National Parle 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

11239 121343 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Ifef: 023 m 265683 



Bed & Breakfast. Winter 
breaks, en-suites, 
excellent walks & 



% 



sightseeing. 



*Tel: 01934 843252 
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■ P&rthleven 

Harbourside cottage 

I Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 



L? 



Hunt. sm ill Holidays 

Self Catering Cottages 
& B&B Accommodation 

Lovely views over open countryside m 
peaceful location. Close to Silveistone, 



and the Cotswolds. Contact Fiona Hilsdon 

Tel/ fax: 01280 704852 

www.huntsmill.com 




DORSET COAST 

Historic 17c Barn. 5 star self 
catering, wonderful views, 
secluded beach. Spacious, 
ten acre garden. Close to 
Weymouth 8 Dorchester. 

Tel: 01305 853970 

www.uptonfarm.co.uk 

www.jurassiccoastholidays.com 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in France 
in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT’ Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER. DEPT CE, 
31 Wellington St Hertford SGU 3AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC #++* 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01900 445370 

pilkoQhighergills.co.uk 

vww.highergills.co.uk 
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MINMORE FARM 
COTTAGES 

4 Star accommodation 
with beautiful scenery 
of the Wicklow hills 
in Ireland. 

Tel: 00353 55 29242 

Email: cwt@eircom.net 



DEVON 

Comfortable Cottage in 
conservation village. Delightful 
garden with open views, 
convenient for Jurassic Heritage 
Coast, NT properties, Eden 8 
walking. Sleeps 4. Available all 
year. No smokers or pets. 
Tel: 01926 854475 



Please see Page 8 




Could this be the future for our rura 



The teaching in our churches 
needs to have a distinaly prac- 
tical edge to it - our faith needs 
its outworking, as James sug- 
gests (see James 4:17 and 2:14- 
18!). 

What about the local 
community? 

One of the brilliant things 
about church life is that church- 
es can be beacons in their com- 
munities. Churches could be 
models for energy efficiency! 
How about working in partner- 
ship with your local energy effi- 
ciency advice centre to run an 
energy roadshow? Perhaps a 
display in church, home energy 
checks on offer with an advice 
session might bring people from 
the community into the church. 
It might also help those in fuel 
poverty by being a signpost to 
help that is available for those 
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on low incomes for energy saving 
measures. 

Transport 

There are a number of things we 
can do to reduce our dependence 
on the car: 

• practice the principle of interde- 
pendence, and share lifts (to 
church, but there may be other pos- 
sibilities, too). 

• This has the positive benefit of 

improving communication 

between people, and building com- 
munity. 

• What about a car share scheme? 
This is where communities share 
the use of a communal car to 
reduce the number of cars on the 
road. 

• Get on a bike for short trips. 

• Campaign for local bus services, 
and use the services that exist 
already 

Food miles 

One of the biggest contributors to 
C02 emissions from transport is 
the number of miles that our food 
travels - ingredients for an average 
meal might have travelled thou- 
sands of miles in order to end up 
on your plate. To avoid this, and to 
promote the local economy and 
farmers struggling to keep going 
near you, do your utmost to buy 
local food. Support local independ- 
ent retailers, too, otherwise they 
might disappear altogether, and 
our ‘choice’ will be down to the 
supermarket. The supermarkets 
use their enormous buying power 
to source the cheapest products, so 
your chicken might come from 
Thailand (fed on grain grown in 
South America), runner beans from 
Zambia, potatoes from Italy... The 
cheapest on the shelves though, 
leaves an environmental legacy 
both of climate change, but also of 
devastating agricultural practices. 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Enormous amounts of energy are 
used in manufacturing, let alone 
the conditions of workers making 
products so we can buy new every 
time something breaks down. If 
everyone on the planet lived as we 
do, then we would need another 
few earths for the raw materials! If 
we as consumers demand less, then 
fewer resources will be used to 
manufacture more. Part of our 
Christian heritage is the word ‘sac- 
rifice’. We need to reduce our 



expectations for the sake of the 
planet and its people. 

Some quick ideas for church 
communities: 

• start a churchyard compost heap, 
if you haven’t already. 

• use recycled paper - no point in 
recycling the paper if we don’t buy 
recycled! 

• buy low impact products (envi- 
ronmentally friendly washing-up 
liquid, toilet cleaner, surface clean- 
er and recycled paper for the toi- 
lets). 

• use crockery, not disposable, and 
especially not plastic. Washing up 
can build community, too! 
Eco-congregation 

If you have been through all the 
suggestions above, thinking ‘we’re 
already doing that’ or ‘we could do 
that’ then you have begun the Eco- 
congregation process! 

Eco-congregation is a scheme 
which provides a helpful frame- 
work to get churches going on 
environmental issues. It begins with 
a check-up, much like the issues 
raised above, designed to enable 
churches to celebrate what they are 
doing and give the church ideas for 



'Ingredients for an average 
meal might have travelled 
thousands of miles in order 
to end up on your plate 7 



future action. It then provides mod- 
ules for action, designed to fit in 
with church life. Finally there is an 
award. Currendy about 50 church- 
es have won the award - but none 
from the area covered by the 
Diocese of Oxford! Your church 
could lead the way! 

The award is a way of being able 
to tell stories of things churches 
have got involved with. All of the 
award winners have discovered that 
taking environmental issues seri- 
ously, and engaging with their local 
communities has enriched their life 
and mission. Have a look at the 
website www.eco-congregation.org 

Being a model for energy conser- 
vation and a signpost for those in the 
community also gives out a message 
that those who say that they worship 
the Creator are actively involved in 
caring for God’s Creation. 



Why the care of our planet is a sacred task 



By Richard Thomas 

ONE of the biggest challenges for 
the mission of the Anglican Church 
is to speak to a generation that sees 
salvation in terms of saving the 
planet. For far too long, we have 
ignored, or down-played, the most 
fundamental biblical truth: that God 
created this wonderful universe, with 
all its rich diversity, and that his spirit 
flows through it, dancing with sacred- 
ness, bringing it to life. 

For too long we have started our 
Evangelism with the Cross. That 
isn't where the Bible starts: ' In the 
beginning ; God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was form- 
less and void ' and darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was moving over 



the surface of the waters. ' 

The picture that Genesis paints is 
of the 'Breath of God' moving on 
the darkness and chaos of matter, 
the dark womb of potential being, 
bringing it to birth. Those two small 
words, 'moving upon', are a weak 
translation of the original Hebrew. 
They are words of storm and 
power, reflecting an imagery that 
itself creates movement and 
response. The language is both mys- 
tical and sexual - the Spirit of God 
penetrates the chaos of unformed 
matter, inseminating it, bringing it 
to life. The unformed chaos 
becomes pregnant with life, slowly 
forming, slowly taking shape, slowly 
coming into being. 

Christians can understand the 



formation of our universe as a kind 
of birth. We can speak of the Spirit 
of God making chaos pregnant with 
meaning, form and purpose. We can 
speak of the dark warm woods, the 
wild animals, the buzzing insects, 
even the great seas and mountains, 
as both spirit and matter: rich and 
pregnant with the divine nature. 

So the battle against ecological 
destruction is not just a matter of 
our survival as a species: it is a 
sacred task, given to Adam and Eve, 
you and me, by God himself: 'God 
blessed them, and said to them, 'Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon 



the earth.” 

'Dominion' is not freedom to 
abuse. We are to be 'priests of cre- 
ation', 'care-takers', actively persuing 
the good of this planet, praying for 
its health, working for its nurture. 
The British love of animals and gar- 
dens reflects the passion for the 
sacredness of nature that the Bible 
demands of us. Our gospel can never 
be merely one of individual salvation: 
it has at its heart, and at its begin- 
ning, the well-being of this wonder- 
ful, sacred creation. We are called 
not merely to human salvation, but 
to the salvation of all that is. 

Ecology is central to our gospel, and 
to our common life. 

Revd Richard Thomas is communica- 
tions director for the Oxford Diocese 



Climate change 




autosavexo.uk 



2004 Reg Ford Focus 
UZetec5dr 



on p m whe n nao 



SAVE C 

UPTO li 

A MASSIVE 



17068 



People 

love 

great 



For over 20 years autosave has provided 
quality new, nearly newand used vehicles at 
exceptional prices to churches, charities and 
caring associations. New you to can take 
advantage of these amazing savings. 



2004 Reg 04 Plate 

VauxhaUVectra 

1.8LS5dr 



Features indude: 

• Choice of FWrot & D eset 

• FAS • CAncking 

• AfiS* Airbags 

• Radio Cassette 



|tOS8V0 

Guarantee 



Featuresindude: 

• Choice of Colours • 13^)00 mies 

• FAS • Cruise control • ABS 



• A*- conditioning 

• Electric windows 

• Central loddng 

• RackVCO 
NewLs* Price €1566? 



• 1 2D point quality inspection and you are prodded wth a report 
•Service and prepaid prior to delivery 

• 1 2 months parts and labour warranty 

• 1 2 months MOT • 6 months road fund licence 

• Delivery dred to your door • Certified Mieage check 
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fOO 5 YEARS CASH 

DEPOSIT CREDIT BACK 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 







RO N A L D BLUE Hi world Vision 



Evangelical 

Alliance 



M:Power 2005 is hosted by 
stewardship® (Reg Charity No. 234714 ) 

in association with the 
Evangelical Alliance UK 



Request a brochure now 

on 020 8502 8585 or 

email mpower@stewardship.org 



uk 
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World Church 



Shared joys, shared grief 

Brian Woolnough, aTearfund representative from Abingdon, writes 
about his recent moving visit to Kenya and Uganda 




Georgina, who has lost her children to Aids, photo Brian Woolnough 



ON first impressions the church- 
es in Kenya and Uganda looked 
very similar to those in the UK. 
The church services had famil- 
iar liturgy and hymns. The 
songs from the worship group 
were too loud! The senior clergy 
were concerned with their 
building plans. The newsletters 
said that their church had not 
met yet their diocesan quota. 
But there was much that was 
different too. The worshippers 
were black and much more 
smartly dressed than we, white, 
visitors. They were poor (on 
average living on about $1 per 
person per day compared with 
the $80 per person per day we 
live on in the UK), they were 
young (over 50% of were less 
than 16 years old), and their 
churches, which were packed, 
were very simple in structure 
and furnishings. They were also 
happy, welcoming and commit- 
ted to worshipping and serving 
our same Lord, and serving 
their local communities. 

We had gone to Kenya and 



Uganda to see the work of some 
of Tearfund's partners working 
with the poor; in particular the 
Anglican Church of Kenya 
around Mount Kenya, St Johns 
Community Centre in the 
Pumwani slums of Nairobi, and 
the Diocese of Kigezi's Water 
and Sanitation project around 
Kabale, Uganda. And incredibly 
impressive and humbling their 
lives and their work were. Their 
churches and their lives were at 
the centre of their communities 
as they reached out holistically, 
concerned equally for the mate- 
rial and spiritual needs of all the 
local folk. They brought their 
communities together and in a 
genuinely participatory way got 
them to analyse and address 
their needs, whether it was 
farming and marketing more 
efficiently, caring for the 
HTV/AIDS victims and orphans, 
providing clean water and more 
healthy environments, or look- 
ing after the most needy. It was 
good to see the vicars rolling 
their sleeves up, getting their 



hands dirty, digging, mending 
cars, building, teaching, coun- 
selling, loving as well as 
preaching. 

One memorable day we met 
Georgina and Kenneth, as we 
were shown something of the 
Diocese of Kibale's (DoK) water 
projects in the remote, beauti- 
ful, mountainous area around 
Kabale. We had seen the capped 
springs, the pipes and tanks and 
the taps set in the villages and 
schools, we had seen the har- 
vesting of rain water through 
home made water jars and 
tanks, and we were now taken 
to a village where DoK had 
been working for some time 
and where many of the home- 
steads had introduced ‘ideal 
home’ conditions, where 
hygiene and sanitation systems 
had been introduced in most 
impressive ways. We had been 
greeted to the village by all the 
ladies singing together songs of 
welcome to us, and we were sit- 
ting together talking about their 
lives and how the DoK projects 



had transformed their lives. 
They were wonderfully hos- 
pitable to us, happy and bubbly, 
until we asked them about 
HTV/AIDS and then Georgina, a 
big, imposing women got quite 
animated. It was killing their 
most active members of the 
community, they could not 
afford to buy the ARV drugs 
which would help those with 
AIDS, she herself had lost 'sev- 
eral of her children' to AIDS 
and was now looking after her 
grandchildren. ‘Everyone in this 



community is affected by AIDS’ 
said Kenneth, the DoK worker 
who was guiding us around. 
‘My brother and sister-in-law, 
and their daughter have recent- 
ly died of AIDS, and my wife 
has lost her sister and three 
brothers.’ He is now responsible 
for looking after ten children, 
two of his own and the rest 
from his siblings. But he did not 
complain, indeed on top of his 
normal job with the DoK water 
project he was working an eight 
hour night shift at the local hos- 



pital. The endurance, the 
resilience of such people is 
remarkable. They survive, in 
part at least, because of the 
strength they have in each 
other and in their God. They 
rejoice together, they sing 
together, they work together 
and they grieve together. We 
could learn much from their 
sense of community, as well as 
what it means to be Church. 
We certainly learnt more 
about what it means to lead 
Christ-like lives. 




Please don’t 
pass by on the 
other side... 

your support can 
make all the 
difference today 



KEYCHANGEICHARITY 
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Bad day? Isn’t it great when you can close 
the front door, make a cup of tea and put 
your feet up? 

The promise of a hot bath and a soft bed 
ease away the troubles of the day. . . but 
what happens when there’s no front door 
to close, no kettle, no bath and not even a 
bed? What helps then? 

At a Keychange home, we care for girls and 
women who have nowhere else to go. We 
provide a room of their own in a home free 
from alcohol, drugs and violence in a 
welcoming, affirming and most importantly, 
a Christian environment. 



CHRISTIANS HELPING'PEOPLE IN NEED 

• 

We rely on donations to continue our work 
with the homeless. Please help us to 
provide someone with a shelter from the 
storm - whatever you are able to give will 
be used effectively to help people in need. 
To send a donation now, just fill in the form 
below and post with your cheque to: 
Keychange Charity, 

5 St George’s Mews, 

43 Westminster Bridge Rd, 

London SE I 7JB. 

To find out more, visit our website at: 
www.keychange.org.uk or call: 

David Shafik on: 020 7633 0533. 



Donation Form 

Gift Aid - Donations made under the Gift Aid scheme mean that we are able to claim back 28p from 
the Government for every pound that you donate. To enable us to do this, please fill in your name and 
address details below and tick the box. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I, having given my name and address below, require Keychange Charity to treat this a nd al l future 
donations as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am a resident UK taxpayer Gift Aid | | TD0205 

I enclose my gift of £ 



Please send me details about supporting Keychange regularly by standing order □ 



Full name. 



Address . 



. Post Code . 



. Signature. 



. Date . 




KEYCHANGE 
CHARITY 

K eychange Charity, formerly known as Christian 

Alliance, was founded in 1 920 by a group of women 
concerned for the social and spiritual needs of young single 
women working in cities. 

Superficially, conditions have changed enormously since our work began, but there are still 
major social problems in the UK. Recent trends in family life have lead to dramatic and 
shocking changes in the structure of today's population. One of the most worrying trends is 
the huge increase in the number of young people who find themselves, with nowhere else to 
go, living on the streets. Figures released by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 
(representing only a fraction of the true statistics) show that in the last two years alone, the 
number of young people who are homeless in Britain has doubled. 

Keychange works with girls and young women who are homeless - our aim is give them the 
support and nurture that they need in order to enable them to live independently. Here are a 
few thumbnail sketches, which illustrate the impact that Keychange is having. The stories give 
only the briefest outline of these situations - the background; the pain involved; and the 
patience and commitment of our staff are only hinted at. But we hope that they will give you 
a flavour of the work that Keychange is involved in. Many of the girls come to us when no 
other hostel will accept them. We have changed the names to protect the privacy of the 
individuals concerned, but the stories are true and took place in our Exeter hostel within the 
last year. 

Cas was 1 7 when she first came to Esther with a drug habit and relationship traumas. Her 
life has been totally turned around and she is now living with no support 
Sarah had mental health issues and absolutely no confidence, but after 9 months at Esther, is 
now at college sitting qualifications in social care. 

Fiona left behind three young children to flee from a violent husband who was wrecking her 
life. When we first met her, she was so terrified that she cowered in a corner of the room. 
The Keychange staff was instrumental in helping her to make profound changes in her home 
situation. After only four weeks, she left a changed woman and is now living with the 
children. 

We rely on the support of donors and prayer partners to make the difference. To help us in 
this vital work please see our advertisement ~ thank you. 



keychangeYcharity 

CHRISTIANS H E L P I N G' PEOPLE IN NEED 
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Fairtrade 



Bread and Butter Pudding Deluxe 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 



THIS recipe like so many of my offerings is an amalgamation of several recipes. One is 
from a very old recipe book which came from my great grandmother and is almost falling 
to bits the pages are so old and brittle. In those days they did not seem to weigh anything 
so I resorted to Delia Smith’s Winter Cookery book to help with the measurements though 
my recipe is different to hers. Altogether it is recipe for waist expansion - but it does as a 
nice treat once in a while. 

I would like to wish all our readers a Happy New Year and Bon Appetit! in 2005. 



Ingredients 

Three slices of thickly cut white bread, crusts on 
3oz/75gm soft butter or vegetable oil margarine 
10 fl. oz/25ml full cream milk 
24 fl.oz/60ml double cream 
Three large eggs (free range) 

4oz/110gm castor sugar 
r loz/25gm demerara sugar for the topping 
6oz/175gm luxury dried mixed fruit (the 
same amount of mincemeat is a good alternative) 
2 tablespoons of sherry 




Method 

Soak the fruit in the sherry. Beat up the eggs until well blended, then beat in the milk and 
the cream. 

Butter the bread lightly on both sides and butter a baking dish roughly 2inch/5cm deep 
and 8-9 inches/1 8-23cm circumference. Place the first layer of bread, cut into triangles, in 
the base of the dish and spread with a layer of the mixed fruit mixture and continue doing 
this until the bread is finished, leaving the top layer plain. Pour the egg, cream and milk 
mixture over it and leave to soak for about an hour. Then sprinkle with the Demerara 
, sugar and place in an oven preheated to Gas mark 4, 350°F or 180°C. Cook for about 35 
minutes or until the pudding has risen and looks pale gold and crispy on the top. Serve 
straight from the dish with extra cream or creme fraiche if wanted. 



Fairtrade churches on the march 



‘WE decided to become a Fairtrade church because 
we firmly believe that people that produce goods 
should be paid a fair wage or a fair price for their 
goods - and we do all that we can to encourage the 
use of Fairtrade goods within the village and with- 
in the parish.’ 

With these words, John Rutson, churchwarden of 
St Andrew, Chinnor, explained why his church, with 
all those in the benefice of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston 
Rowant and Crowell, voted to join the ranks of 
Fairtrade churches in the Oxford Diocese. 

Over 100 churches have now returned their Parish 
Pledge forms. Of these about 70% have elected to 
become Fairtrade Churches, pledging to use only 
fairly traded teas and coffees, to move forward on 
using other Fairtrade products where possible, and to 
promote Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight and as 
opportunities arise throughout the year. 

Many of the remaining pledge forms returned 
have committed churches to at least serving fairly 
traded teas and coffees. The pledge allows a church 
to count towards the achievement of the diocesan 
goal of 60% of churches using and/or selling 
Fairtrade products. 

The past decade has seen a growing awareness of 
the unfair circumstances of much world trade... and 
the way that buying fairly traded products can help 
producers around the world transform their com- 
munities and better their lives. 

‘When we first started, not a lot of people under- 
stood,’ says Pam Slingsby of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Pur ley, adding ‘people were quite horrified’ when 
they learned how little non-Fairtrade producers 
often receive for their goods. Interest has expanded 



hugely, helped both by people’s desire to ‘do a 
Christian service’ and the fact that ‘the food became 
much better’! 

For many churches, using and promoting 
Fairtrade has become an integral part of community 
outreach and mission. At Letcombe Regis, near 
Wantage, a notice lets villagers know that the church 
coffee mornings serve fairly traded beverages. 
Anglican churches in Faringdon, Grove and 
Wendover help staff local Churches Together shops 
selling fairly traded products and Christian books. 
And Fairtrade Fortnight offers opportunities for spe- 
cial initiatives: last March Purley’s Fairtrade day 
included an Action Aid coffee morning, a children’s 
tea, and a farmers’ supper using fairly traded and 
locally produced goods. For the children’s tea, they 
distributed flyers to local schools - more than 25 
new faces showed up! 

At diocesan synod last year, Elizabeth Adjei and 
Georgina Kwaw from Ghana described how their 
communities had received increased income and 
such necessities as a mobile medical clinic through 
selling on the Fairtrade market. More than 5 million 
people currently benefit worldwide from Fairtrade - 
and each church using Fairtrade products helps to 
increase that number. Join in! The Parish Pledge 
form is available by calling 01865 378059 or from 
the Board for Social Responsibility website (click on 
Just World to find it). For further information about 
Fairtrade Fortnight (March 1 to 13) go to www.fair- 
trade.org.uk or contact 01865 378059, ccowin- 
fo@fish.co.uk. 

Maranda St John Nicolle 
Maranda is Coordinator of Christian Concern for One World 



Acorn Christian Foundation 



has recently been produced 
called "Just Listen" and is 
being very well received by 
small groups and is 



Retreats & Conference 

t Centres 2005 



Acorn Christian 
Foundation offers training 
and services to church 
groups and individuals. 

The well-established 
Christian Listener courses 



O-ppa boose 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House and 
Conference Centre. 

Offchurch, nr Leamington Spa, CV33 9AS. 

Tel 01926 423309 
E mail: offahouse@btconnect.com 
Web Site: www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

t Offa House is a delightful venue for retreats, 
conferences and quiet days set in the 
Warwickshire countryside 
2005 Programme January to August 

Tues. 1 st February Evening Workshop Spirituality in 
i Cyberspace Rev Matt Ward 

Fri. 18-Sun 20 February Lent Retreat Come Healing Cross 
Rev Paul & Mrs Diana Flunt 

Tues. 12 April Evening Workshop Meeting 8 Breaking 
points: Christianity 8 New Age Rev.s Richard 8 
Margaret Deimel. 

» Tue. 19 April Day Workshop: Playing in a Team 
Canon David Tilley 

Mon. 9 May Myers Briggs Day Rev Christine Pollard. 
Thurs 19 May Workshop Focusing Linda Watkinson. 

Fri. 27 - Sun 29 May Celtic Retreat: Good beginnings: 
Good Departures Ray Simpson 
1 Thurs. 23 June Evening Workshop Hope and Anxiety: 
Facing our limits in Counselling and Spirituality 
Richard Worsley 

Fri. 29 July-Wed 3 August Individually Guided Retreat 

Rev Andrew De Smet, Tina Lamb 8 team. 

Thurs. 25 August-Thurs 1 September Painting & Prayer 
Retreat Hilary Morgan & Canon Evelyn Hughes. 

Also monthly quiet days, write, phone or e mail or see 
website for details. 



range from a short 
introductory unit through to 
a twelve-session course, 
taught by trained tutors. 
There are 500 Acom 
trained tutors throughout 
the country who teach 
listening skills to local 
church 

members. They in turn offer 
these resources in their 
church, home, workplace, 
local schools and wider 
community. We have 
identified priority listening 
areas for Rural and Inner 
City deprived areas, a 
schools programme for 
youth, listening to Aids in 
Africa and for reconciliation 
in Northern Ireland. A new 
DVD/Video and workbook 




In need of rest, refreshment 
and renewal? 

Retreat House standing in 
beautiful, spacious grounds, 
offers comfortable 
accommodation in informal family 
atmosphere with home cooking a 
speciality. Short evening 
devotions, team members 
available for prayer if requested. 

Stamp for brochure to: 
Stanton House, Stanton St John, 
Oxford 0X33 1HF 
Tel: 01865 358807 

Email: office@stantonhouse.org.uk 
Web: www.stantonhouse.org.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 275205 



available from the office or 
can be purchased through 
our website. 

At the heart of Acorn's 
beliefs is the conviction that 
good listening provides an 
excellent foundation for 
healing and health care. 

At Whitehill Chase we hold 
weekly Healing Services for 
church leaders and others to 
leam how to get started and 
for personal prayer for 
healing. Quiet Days are held 
on the second Friday of the 
month (except August) and 
include three Devotional 
talks and a midday service 
with the opportunity for 
personal prayer and 
reflection. We also run bi- 
monthly 'Deeper Healing 
Days' that are days of prayer 
for inner healing concluding 
with a 

communion service. 

We welcome Christian 
groups for their own day 
and ovemight/weekend 
meetings. 

Please contact us for details 
of our programme and 
availability for groups: 

01420478121 or obtain 
further information from our 
website: 

www.acomchristian.org 



“Draw near to God and he will draw near to you” 

James Chapter 4 vs 8. 

You are invited to a: 

Quiet Day 21st April 05 

The Venue:- St Michaels Convent, Ham Common, Richmond, London. 

Led by Rev. Susan Sayers, a well known Christian Author. 

The cost will be £7.00. 

Retreat Monday 10th - Thursday 1 3th October 05 
The Venue:- St Michaels House, Ditchingham NR35 2DT 
Led by Revd. Edward Lewis. The cost will be £85.00. 

For all enquiries, please contact the Secretary to the 
Guild of St Barnabas, Mrs. Sally Wainman, 

22 Hatfield Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9AF. 

Telephone: 01473 414853 



God of the Unexpected 



The sheer scale and depth of the 
human tragedy unfolding on the 
other side of our world following 
last Christmas’s massive tsunami 
has threatened to overwhelm us all. 
Few can have been left untouched. In 
aeons past earth upheavals gave birth 
to such dramatic, breath-taking and 
majestic matter as the Himalayan 
Mountain range: this time it seems 
death and devastation. This awesome 
power of creation and the thin line 
which divides order from chaos has left 
many struggling with questions. Where 
was God when the earth moved? 

Where was God when the wave swept 
in with such ferocity? How can God let 
this happen? For some, the questions 
go deeper; why did God, whose name is 
love, not intervene? For others a new 



search for understanding comes from 
having the complacency of faith 
shaken. Transition and change like birth 
and death are messy and painful 
affairs. Weeping with those who weep 
and rejoicing with each miracle of 
compassion we long to do more. It is 
hard to understand that to watch and 
wait with God may be all that we can 
do. Ivy House offers a safe place to 
wait in stillness, to wait without the 
pressure and responsibility that come 
with daily life, to wait, appearing to do 
nothing, and allow the God of the 
unexpected, the God of awesome 
creative power, the vulnerable God of 
love, to be the God of revelation to you. 

Ring Cynthia or Gabrielle on 01985 
214824 for more information. 



The Christian B 
Holiday People 



Ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 
Special Interest Weeks 

CONWY Beechwood Court North Wales 01492 593405 
SALTBURN Brockley Hall North Yorks 01287 622329 
ISLE OF WIGHT St. Rhadagunds Ventnor 01983 852160 
RHOS-ON-SEA St. Winifreds North Wales 01492 544128 
OVERSTRAND The Pleasaunce Norfolk 01263 579 212 
( with Self Catering Bungalow in spacious grounds ) 



COACH HOLIDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 

2005 COLOUR BROCHURE 0151 - 526 2102 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. A Registered Charity 



www.christianholidays.co.uk 
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Barnes Close Conference Centre and 



Retreat House 

With its peace and reconciliation ethos, Barnes Close 
is the right place for you to relax and seek 
refreshment Just off Junction 4 of the M5, twelve 
miles south of Birmingham, Barnes Close is in superb 
countryside. Here guests enjoy good home cooking, 

Retreats and Quiet Days for individuals and 
groups in the context of an Anglican 
Benedictine monastery. 

Themed days for the Church Year: 

Jane Austen Study Days 
Icon Painting Weeks 

For details and bookings, contact The Guestmaster 

Alton Abbey, Alton, Hants GU34 4 AP 

Telephone: 01420 562 145 



strolling through the grounds or the neighbouring 
Waseley Country Park, browsing through the library, 
using the tennis court or sitting and enjoying the 
wonderful views across Worcestershire from the 
Waseleys to the Malvems, 

The former Cadbury family home has been extended 
and modernised over the years and contains a mix of 
single, twin and family bedrooms, half of them en- 
suite.The lounge has a real log fire, and there is a 
dining room, chapel, coffee bar, seminar rooms, games 
room and two conservatories. 

The. Community for Reconciliation organises its own 
programme of retreats, conferences and holidays for 
all ages including children and young people. We also 
offer individual retreats that offer the opportunity for 
people to come away from the stresses and strains of 
their home, workplace or church in order to recharge 
their batteries and focus their thoughts. 

Barnes Close also welcomes groups such as church 
weekends, conferences, prayer days, committee 
meetings, training events and retreats. 




y O T 



LIVING ON THE EDGE 

Shell Cottage, three miles from Land's End, offers space for up to six people to follow the 
example of so many of the Celtic saints in living on the very edge of the Atlantic, where <4 
land, sea and sky meet in eternal timelessness. The cottage nestles in a small fishing ^ 
cove, just yards from the sea, surrounded by stunning scenery and breathtaking cliff 
walks. 

It is a place for spiritual and physical refreshment where those in the ordained ministry 
are especially welcome to step aside from their demanding routine for a while. Cell groups 
find it an ideal setting for a combination of silence and relaxation, study and prayer, whilst individual retreatants are 
equally welcome. 

The cottage is spacious and welcoming with sea views from all the rooms, and there are parts of the house that are 
always kept silent. There is a small oratory for private prayer, and a large communal room that is used for meetings, 
study groups or worship. Each of the comfortable bedrooms has an armchair, a desk and a kettle, and the farmhouse 
kitchen has scrubbed pine furniture and an oil-fired Rayburn providing constant warmth and hot water. 

Outside the cottage is a sheltered paved area and terraced lawns with plenty of seats built into the walls, and high on 
the cliff above is a small hidden hermitage with uninterrupted views over the sea to the horizon. 

For further information please visit our website, www.shellcottage.net 

Enquiries: The Thatched Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 6HJ 

tel: 01736 810659 fax: 01736 810941 email: bridget@shellcottage.net web: www.shellcottage.net 



Trinity College Bristol 
Conference Centre 




Planning an Alpha away day, 
church weekend or PCC quiet day? 

We can provide: 

• Comfortable meeting rooms 
• Friendly staff 

• Catering to suit your requirements 
• Attractive grounds 
Easy access to motorway and city 
Contact: Fran Brealey Tel: 01 17 968 2803 
Email: fran.brealey@trinity-bris.ac.uk 
Website: www.trinity-bris.ac.uk 




March 18-20 Embracing the promise of Spring 
April 15-17 Finding words for our faith 
May 20-22 Experiment with Light 
June 24-26 Journey into the heart of God 
July 8th- 10th Everything you always wanted to know 
about Quakerism 

September 2nd-4th Unstructured weekend 
September 9th- 11th Keeping faith in a post-11 
September world: theological reflections on 
Quaker peacemaking 
October 21st-23rd Faith in transition 
November 25th-27th Images of Soul-fullness 

Chamey Manor Quaker Conference & Retreat Centre, 
Charney Bassett, Wantage Oxon 0X12 OEJ 
Tel 01235 868206 Fax: 01235 868882 
email: charneymanor@quaker.org.uk 
www.charneymanor@demon.co.uk 
Charity no. 237267 VAT reg. 194265932 



IVY HOUSE 

St. Denys Retreat Centre 

01985 214824 

stdenys.ivyhouse@btopenworld.com 

www.ivyhouse.org 

Enjoy the unfolding of the seasons in the seclusion 
of our garden. Quiet Garden Days are open to all: 

2nd Monday of the month from 10:30 - 3:00 
Refreshments available; donations welcome. 

Creative or contemplative, stimulating or restful, our 
House Quiet Days and short Residential Retreats offer 
hospitality and nourishment for body, mind and spirit. 

House Quiet Days - with various speakers 
Jan. 31: Feb. 9: Apr. 15: May 16: Jun. 10: Jul. 4: 

Sep. 22: Oct. 11: Nov. 18: Dec. 12 ; all from 10:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. Cost £12.00 includes coffee, lunch, tea 

Residential Retreats 



Apr 


4 -7 


Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time 






with Revd John Rackley 


May 


6 - 8 


Coping with Transition 






with Pam Lee & Bernard Kilroy 


May 


9 - 13 


Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer 


May 13 - 15 


From the East with Fr. Oswin Gartside 


June 20 - 27 


CARM Prayer & Embroidery 


July 


4 - 8 


Prayer in Everyday Life 






with Prayer Book Worship 


Aug. 14 - 21 


IGR - Open to all 


Sep. 


5 - 12 


CARM Painting and Prayer 



Still searching - then call us to book in for your own 
time of space and stillness. 



A retreat and conference 
house, with a wide range of 
facilities, where groups and 
individuals can find 
HOUSE*™ tranquillity and hospitality. 

For details of our 2005 programme 
'Shades of Meaning - Stories of Transition ' 
please contact: 

ST COLUMBA'S HOUSE 

MAYBURY HILL, WOKING, SURREY GU22 8AB 
TELEPHONE: 01483 766498 FAX: 01483 740441 
E-MAIL retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

REGISTERED CHARITY No. 240675 



Barnes Close, 
Chadwich, Bromsgrove, 
Worcs BB1 ORA 

March 24-29 Easter at Barnes Close 
April 7, May 5, June 9 

Reflection Days 

August 1-3 Kids for Peace (8-1 1 year old) 
August 8-1 1 Youth Peace Camp 
(1 1-16 yr olds) 

August 20-25 Holiday Week (all ages) 

Email: cfrenquiry@aol.com 
Tel: 01562 710231 
wtArw.cfrbarnesclose.co.uk 







Christian Community 



8-1 1 Feb - Walk & Bible Study 
25 Feb Bishop John Perry 
4-6 March ■ Dance Weekend 
4-8 April - Oirishert Conservation 
Spaces available, call fbr details.- 
0800^89 1589 - 



Shepherds Dene Retreat House and Conference Centre 

’experience the wide Northumbrian skies' 



For further information contact the Warden 

Riding Mill, Northumberland, NE44 6AF. TO: 01434 682212 

Email: shepherdsdene@btconnect.com 

Wteb: www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 



Retreats & Conference 



2005 



Centres 



JKOftlt 



is committed 
to sharing 
the healing 
presence of 
Christ with 
FOUNDATION a ,| through 
the ministry of listening, 
healing and re- 
conciliation. 

Conference Centre 
Whitehill Chase is 
Acorn’s residential 
centre set in several 
acres of peaceful 
gardens and woodlands 
in Bordon, Hampshire. 



In addition to the Acorn 
programme of retreats, 
courses, and 
conferences, it is an ideal 
location for Christian 
groups to use for their 
own events. Facilities 
include a modem chapel 
and bookshop, with 
residential acc- 
ommodation for up to 30 
people. 

For further details please 
contact the office. 

Tel: 01420 478121 
www^cornciiristianu>rg 



GUY CHESTER 
CENTRE 



n n 



(treats. Workshops & Quiet days 
north London, Including: 



Retrea 
In 

April 25“ - 28“ Growing Older Gracefully 
Open up new perspectives to animate and 
revitaftsg the second half of life. 

Leader: Stephen Weaver 

June 17 th - Enneagram Weekend 
Understanding ourselves and the people around 
us by mapping the different ways we engage 
with the world' leader: 

Nov f8“ - 20“ Playing m the! 

Explore the spirituality and ( 
childhood, including ah introduction to 
Godly Play. Leader: Peter Privett 



ill 2005 programme 
83 7850 



Call now for out 



020 



WWW. 



Shepherds Dene is an 'Arts and Crafts 7 
house sitting in 27 acres of garden 
and wood in rural Tynedale. We are 
close to the roman wall and provide 
an excellent base for exploring the 
heritage of the northern saints, 
including Lindisfame, Jarrow and 
Durham. 

We run an extensive programme of 
open events including a Faith and 
Work Weekend and a Film and Faith 
Weekend as well as two traditional 
silent retreats. Please contact us for 
details. 



Bath and Wells Diocesan Retreat House 
overlooking the ruins of 
Glastonbury Abbey 

For planning and praying: exploring and learning: 
for resting and thinking: space and renewal: 
fellowship and communion. 

Enjoy the space, the gardens, access to the 
Abbey mins and grounds, warm hospitality and 
good food 

Some of our retreats this year: 

16th to 20th May Leader Mr John Coleman 
Meditation and Icon Writing 

13th to 17th June Leader Revd. David Hastings 
Living for God 

11th to 15th June A Prayer and Calligraphy retreat 

For further information on Retreats, Quiet 
Days and booking availability please contact: 

The Warden, 

Glastonbury Abbey House, Chilkwell St., 
Glastonbury, Somerset. BA6 8DH 

Tel: 01458 831112 

Email :info@abbeyhouse.org 
www.abbeyhouse.org 



□□liege of the Holq Spirit 
[Tlillpnrt, isie nf Cumbrae 

Holiday and Retreat House situated on the Isle of 
Cumbrae and attached to the Cathedral of 
The Isles, Britain’s smallest 
Cathedral. Open throughout the 
year to church groups and 
individuals for holidays, 
retreats,church weekends etc.. 



Shallowford 
House 

Set in the heart of 
picturesque Staffordshire 

A Christian Centre for Spiritual renewal, refreshment and relaxation 

Approved Disabled Facilities, with wheelchair and special diets available 

OPEN PROGRAMME 2005 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre 

March 20th - 26th Holy Week at Shallowford' ***Full Week £200 
Come and be with Jesus through this last and most significant week of 
His life led by Revd. Pam Freeman 
April 29th - May 1st i Journeys ' £95 
In the light of a Biblical perspective of journeys we explore 
various aspects of our personal pilgrimage 
led by Revd. Roger & Sally Vaughan 
June 3rd - 5th * Whispers of Love 9 £95 
A challenging look at our Spiritual lives using Poetry & Reflection 
led by Pat Marsh 

August 8th - I5th ‘Pointing and P rayer ’ ***£255 
A week of Relaxation. Reflection and Recreation 
(A CARM retreat) led by 
Chaplain: Revd. Elizabeth Wood 
Painting TUtor: Philip Mann 
For further information on any of the above please contact: 

The Warden at Shallowford House, 

Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST15 ONZ 
Tel: 01785 760233 Fax: 01785 760390 
Email: warden@shallowfordhouse.fireeserve.co.uk 



Contact the manager, Donald MacMillan 

for Retreats Programme 2005. 



The College, Millport, 

Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 
Tel: 01475 530353 
Fax: 01475 530204 



Email: tccumbrae @ argyll.anglican.org 

Registered Charity No. SC023281 
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The College of St Barnabas 

(Reg. Charity No. 205220) 


The College of St Barnabas 

The college is a Retirement Home which offers 
Sheltered Accommodation and Nursing Care on 
the same campus. 

It is therefore becoming sought out by clergy 
couples where one partner is still capable of 
living independently while the other needs the 




Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 


care of trained staff, in other words couples who 
might have to live miles apart. 

The majority of the residents are those who 
have decided that they can happily leave the 
chores, cooking, cleaning, and laundry to others. 
For information, applications or to make a 
donation write to the Warden, at the college. 


Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 870260 www.collofstbamabas.com 





Carers Christian Fellowship 




Nectar Ease 

irig^jl|TTg^ 

Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
i join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 

Try a 1 week trial pack of Nectar Ease Honey & Nectar Ease Balm 



If you are a Carer and a Christian, then maybe the Carers 
Christian Fellowship will be just for you. 

As a member of the Fellowship you will receive a 
quarterly newsletter written by carers with, letters, 
articles poems and tips etc. Some of our members like to 
be put in touch with other carers in a similar 
situation. (This isn't always possible, but we do our best!). 
Some people live in an area where there is a local 
group.This means that they can actually share their 
problems and joys face to face and really get to know one 
another. Also to be able to pray together is a real blessing. 
We have had three new groups started up in the last few 
months, and another one planned for early 2005. 

We have occasional 'quiet days 7 or 'fellowship days'. 



This gives a lovely opportunity to unwind and relax, often 
in beautiful surroundings. 

For a few years now we have had an annual retreat in the 
lovely city of Chester. This is usually for a weekend 
around May or June. This always proves to be an occasion 
of much fun, laughter and fellowship, but also a great 
opportunity to renew spiritual batteries too. 

New for 2005 we are hoping to have an extra retreat at a 
resort on the Kent coast in the Autumn. 

So if you are a Christian Carer, we hope that you have 
read something to encourage you, and you will want to 
join us!! 

Tel: 01793 887068 

Mrs Sue Jones . CCF Co-ordinator. 




for FREE* 

Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 18 Knightshill, Lea, nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7LA.. Sales Freephone: 0800 7830942 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: . 



A Free weeks trial 
of Nectar Ease 
Honey & Balm, 
just send £2 for 
the p & p. 




Green Pastures 

Christian 
Nursing Home 

Is looking for a 

NURSE MANAGER 

To oversee ail aspects of resident care 
and staff training and development. 
This is a rewarding role in a good 
environment. Support for personal 
development including study towards 
the Registered Managers Award. 
Please contact John Langridge on 
01295 279963 for details, or write to 
him at Green Pastures Christian 
Nursing Home, The Hawthorns, 
Banbury 0X16 9FA 



Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home 

Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home has been 
providing nursing care in Banbury for 13 years. 
There are 26 single rooms and 2 shared rooms, 
catering for 30 residents. The Home is run as a non 
profit making charitable company with a Board of 
Directors drawn from churches across the area. The 
Home remains a popular choice for local people. 
We have all the facilities required to care for very 
dependent residents. The home is equipped with 
hoists, assisted baths and a comprehensive nurse 
call system. Our Activities Organiser keeps residents 
stimulated socially and there are weekly worship 
services and monthly communions for their 
spiritual needs. 

Not all the staff or residents are Christians and we 
remain open to care for all who are in need, 
whether state or privately funded. But the ethos of 
the Home is distinctively Christian which we trust is 
reflected in the quality of care we provide. 



PUPPY SOCIALISERS WANTED 

Could you take a puppy or young dog like little Johnny 
here into your home for a few months? 

Could you teach them basic obedience, and introduce 
them to new experiences and people? 

Could you then hand them back for training as a 
hearing dog? 

If so . . . we urgently need your help! 

Local charity Hearing Dogs for Deaf People trains dogs, 
many from rescue centres, to alert deaf people to 
everyday sounds, providing greater independence, 
confidence and security for their deaf owners. To meet the increasing demand for hearing 
dogs we desperately need more puppy socialises willing to give pups and young dogs this 
all-important foundation to their training. Volunteer socialises play a key role in our work. 
With your support well be able to help even more deaf people and unwanted puppies this 
year. Without it well struggle to meet the needs of deaf people. Your help is vital. 

Please call now if you can offer it. ^ 

Call us now on: ft Hearing Dogs 

MQAA 'lAQ -I AC SHI for Deaf People 

V I 044 040 I HO MO* Charities Comm. No. 293358 




ALZHEIMER'S SPECIALIST 

We specialise in the care of the elderly mentally 
infirm, particularly those with Alzheimer's disease. 
We offer a relaxed and happy environment and use 
no routine tranquillising drugs. 

Our country house has grounds where residents can 
walk wherever they like. If you are looking for 
somewhere that will be able to help then call us for 
a brochure on: 01295 757123 
or visit our website at: www.wardington.com 
Wardington House, Nr. Banbury, Oxon 0X17 ISO 









Carers Christian Fellowship 

gaining in strength by keeping in touch 
Charity No. 1063112 

Are you caring for a friend or relative? 

You may care for someone in their own home, miles 
away, or someone who is in Residential or Nursing 
Care. 

The Carers Christian Fellowship offers a link and 
support for Christians who provide help for those in 
need due to disability, illness or old age. 

What we can offer you: 

1. Newsletter 

A newsletter sent four times a year. Each one is 
themed around a caring issue and contains articles 
written by carers within the fellowship, as well as 
poems, letters, items to encourage your faith, prayer 
focus and general information. 

2. Contact with other carers 

We try to link you up with other carers in a similar 
situation, if you wish, or you may like to join a small 
group if there is one near you. There are also 
fellowship days which we organise around the 
country. 

If you would like to receive a complimentary copy of 
the newsletter, and membership form, please send a 
large stamped, addressed envelope to: Airs S. Jones, 
Carers Christian Fellowship, 14 Cavie Close, 

Nine Elms , SWINDON SN5 5XD Tel: 01793 887068 
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The Wyndham Housing Association 




The Wyndham Housing 
Association was 
established 30 years ago 
to provide a happy and 
secure environment for 
elderly people who 
wished to retain their 
independence, free of the 
worries of home 
ownership, and yet 
knowing that help was close at 
hand whenever it was needed. 
The Association runs two 
houses, both within easy reach 
of the centre of Oxford. 
Charles Ponsonby House is 
situated in Osberton Road, 
Oxford, and offers flats for 
sale on a leasehold basis. The 



house has an attractive, 
peaceful and private garden. 
Wyndham House is situated in 
Plantation Road, Oxford, and 
offers flats for rent. 

Both houses offer a similar 
range of services as part of the 
rent and / or service charge. 

• 24-hour warden cover 

• Heating, lighting, mains 



services 

• Emergency alarm system 
and secure entry system 

• Water rates 

• Repairs and routine 
maintenance 

• Contribution to the Property 
Services Renewal Fund 

• In-house catering services 
provide one main meal and a 
light supper delivered to each 
flat daily 

• Cleaning of communal 
areas, gardening, laundry 
facilities and refuse collection. 
The Wyndham Housing 
Association does NOT provide 
any form of medical or 
nursing care. 




Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



West Court is a friendly, modern development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call Sysicm 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 



Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 ^ ^ 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 fZl AsSOGStlOTl 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group wppwt and cho»« for older people 



TtAyncUiam ^Housing 
^Association 

The Wyndham Housing Association provides 
worry-free accommodation for retired people. 
Situated close to the cultural and social life of 
historic Oxford, we offer self contained one- 
bedroom flats for sale or rent 

Our all-inclusive monthly charge covers 
everything except your telephone bill and 
Council Tax. Services include 24-hour Warden 
cover, cooked lunch and a light supper served 
to each flat daily, all heating, lighting and 
building repair costs, gardening and a range 
of other important services 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDD WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 










For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ. 

Tel: 01865 511239 




Live Life to the Full at 

The Hawthorns 



And so 2005 is upon us! The last year has flown by 
for us at The Hawthorns, Clevedon. The reason 
behind it is easy to explain - we’ve just been so busy. 

A look back at 2004... Some highlights were: 

January plays host to our annual Bums Night supper 
with a traditional Scottish meal accompanied by 
entertainment from bagpipers who pipe in the Haggis. 
The ceremony then features a brief history about 
Robbie Bums and some readings of his poetry and is 
followed by our head chef serving the haggis. 

In February, we were visited by a local singing act, "The 
Three Musicateers". In March we celebrated St 
Patrick's Day with a traditional Irish Supper and 
entertainment from some young and delightful Irish 
Dancers. 

In April, we celebrated St George's Day with a 
traditional day of English meals! On the bank holiday 
in May, we had a charity balloon launch. Helium filled 
balloons were tagged with its owners details and they 
launched from our gardens. Some of the balloons 
made it as far as Belgium, France and the winning 
balloon was just short of Spain! One balloon came 
down in the middle of a D-Day celebration in Dunkirk. 
We made £285 for the RN IB. 

In June, we held our annual Ascot event where 
Residents could bet on members of staff to win races 
around our gardens on hobby horses! We raised £275 
towards Cancer Research. 

In July, our World Cruise got off to a good start. Each 
month from July onwards, we held a Cruise Night, 



visiting different countries for a traditional meal and 
entertainment Since July we've visited Mexico, Hawaii, 
Brazil, India, Australia and Singapore! 

In August, we celebrated our ninth birthday, we had a 
huge party for our Residents, their family, and our 
extended family. 

In September we hosted a fashion show with a charity 
raffle, and wine tasting. We were also visited by the 
wonderful Western Opera Players! 

In October, we welcomed back the Weston Light 
Orchestra for a Candle- Lit Supper. 

November started our new Arts and Crafts classes with 
a different visiting teacher each month. So far, we've 
had pottery and candle making. Early next year we 
have feberge eggs, silk painting and watercolours. We 
also introduced playreading to our programme. 

In December, we hosted our Christmas Shopping 
Boutique. We also had our Family Christmas Lunch 
for over 200 residents and their families. Christmas 
Eve was enjoyed with another special supper and 
entertainment The New Years Eve Party ended the 
year with more lively entertainment and bagpipers who 
piped out the old year. 

If you would like more information about living at The 
Hawthorns, please call us - we would be happy to send 
our information packet. 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, North 
Somerset, BS21 7EH 
(01275 790060) 
www.hawthomsretirement.co.uk 



The Hawthorns 




"Gracious Retirement Living" 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live*in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



For information, please call: 

(01275) 790060 

The Hawthorns, 18*19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 

... . The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 

compiled by Clare Wenham an( | js designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 

events to <door@oxford.anglican.org> or by post to Church House. The 
February 2005 deadline for the March issue is Wednesday 9 February 



Courses, conferences and events 



on 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 5 CHARLBURY Talk with 
slides ‘Historic Churches of 
Oxfordshire’ (Richard Lethbridge) 
St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£6.50 on door (inc. glass of wine and 
light refreshments). 01608 810388. 
Sat 5 BANBURY Howard Haigh 
and Lava World Music will perform 
with 90 young people from Banbury. 
7.15pm at St Mary’s Church. Tickets 
£5, £12 family (special concessions 
for participants family & friends) 
01295 259855 

Fri 11 OXFORD Unicom ecu- 
menical discussion group on 
Hildegard of Bingen, l-2pm (cof- 
fee from 12.30; bring packed 
lunch). House of St Gregory & St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd 01865 
742843. 

Fri 11 WANTAGE Wantage 
Churches Together Family Barn 
Dance, Lains Barn 7-1 0.30pm; 
bring plate of food to share. Tickets 
£3/£l child 01235 868516. 
flies 15 HEADINGTON Lent 
talk by Fr Christu Rajomoni 
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall, 
New High Street. 

Wed 23 TILEHURST Reading 
Concert Singers, Faure Requiem and 
sacred music, in aid of MS charities, 
St Mary Magdalen Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets £5. 0118 942 5290. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 



flies 22 HEADINGTON Lent talk 
by Bridget Walker 7.30pm Methodist 
Church Hall, New High Street. 

Fri 25 MILTON KEYNES Music 
for Good Friday with choir and 
instrumentalists of City Church: 
Scarlatti Stabat Mater , etc. City 
Church 7.30pm. Free; retiring col- 
lection. 01908 246486. 

Fri 25 OXFORD Unicorn ecu- 
menical discussion group on ‘Islam 
in Oxford, interfaith relations and 
world peace’, l-2pm (coffee from 
12.30; bring packed lunch), House 
of St Gregory 6c St Macrina, 1 
Canterbury Rd. 01865 742843. 
Sat 26 OXFORD ‘Could it be you?’ 
day exploring God’s call to ministry 
and mission at Wycliffe Hall. 
9.30am-5pm £16 for full ticket, £24 
for joint spouse ticket and £10 for 
students. 01865 274205 or admis- 
sions® wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

MARCH 

Wed 2 READING Reading 
Concert Singers, Faure Requiem 
and sacred music, in aid of MS 
charities, St Agnes Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets £5. 0118 942 5290. 

Fri 11 OXFORD Unicom ecu- 
menical discussion group on 
‘Christians - and others - as citi- 
zens’, l-2pm (coffee from 12.30; 
bring packed lunch), House of St 
Gregory 6c St Macrina, 1 
Canterbury Rd. 01865 742843. 
Sat 12 READING An Evening 
with Selwyn Hughes, Greyfriars 
Church, Friar St, 7.30pm. Retiring 
collection for Bible Society. 0118 
959 9796. 



Women in Mission: 

Big Issues Post 9/1 1 

Fear, ignorance and faith: how 
can we as Christians respond? 
conferences with Amy Orr 
Ewing, Sue Jelfs, Frances Iliff 
27 Jan Holy Trinity Church, 
Hazlemere, High Wycombe 
7.30-1 0pm Juliet Grayson , tel. 
01494 675083 

2 Feb Thame Bams Centre, 
Church St, Thame 7.30-1 0pm 
Sally Corfe , tel. 01844 292883 

3 Feb High Street Methodist 
Church, Witney 7.30-1 0pm Gill 
Curwood , tel. 01993 705981 

7 Feb St Andrew’s Church. 
Linton Rd, Oxford 

Helen Mitchell, tel. 01865 
513495 

15 Mar Newport Pagnell 
Baptist Church, Lovat Hall, 
Silver St 7.30-1 0pm 
Sue Garnham, tel. 01908 
618679 

St Theosevia Centre for 
Christian Spirituality 

8 Feb Poetry Evening: God and 
Nature £2 with glass of wine; 
bring a suitable poem to read 
aloud 

1 9 Feb Christian Cosmology 
£10 

1 9 Mar Father Sergei Bulgakov 

£10 

Warden, St Theosevia Centre, 

2 Canterbury Rd, Oxford OX2 
6LU , tel. 01865 310341, e-mail 
sttheosevia@onetel. com 



St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Course (SAOMC) 

10 Feb (5 sessions) The Social 

Context of Theology 

7.05-8. 05pm £25 

15 Feb Ecclesiology (5 double 

sessions) 7.05-9.20pm £50 

15 Feb (5 sessions) The Early 

Church 8.20-9.20 £25 

All at Ripon College, Cuddesdon 

Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 

Church House, tel. 01865 208260 

Day Conference: Climate 
Change 

Sat 26 ‘Climate change - how 
Christians respond’ conference at 
St Andrews, Hatters Lane, High 
Wycombe, 9.30 - 4pm. Speakers 
include Sir John Houghton, former 
chairman of the inter-govemmental 
panel on climate change and Claire 
Foster, Church of England environ- 
ment adviser 

Lent Talks ‘Visions of Love’ 

1 5 Feb George Herbert’s Poem 
‘Love’ 

22 Feb A Jewish Perspective 
on Love 

1 Mar 1 Corinthians 13 
8 Mar An Islamic 
Understanding of Love 
15 Mar Love and Charity 
At St Giles’ Church, Oxford 8pm 
Revd Georgie Simpson, 1 0 
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 
6HT, tel. 01865 512319 , e-mail 
gs@stgileschurch.fsnet.co uk 



Day Conference: Prayer 

1 2 Mar Prayer: its mystery, 
practice and power Chris 
Hancock 10am-4pm Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford £16; bring lunch. 
Eeva John, Wycliffe Hall, 54 
Banbury Rd, Oxford OX2 6PW, 
tel. 01865 274212, e-mail eeva- 
maria.john@wycliffe. ox.ac. uk 



Religion, Art and the Brain 
Festival in Winchester 
10-13 March 

What triggers the brain to pro- 
duce religious impulses? How 
does it do it? And why? 
Religious practitioners, scien- 
tists, artists, musicians and aca- 
demics come together to 
explore this theme through 
music, art, science, dance and 
debate. Speakers include the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Opens 10 March with ‘The 
Mystely of Faith’ concert in 
Winchester Cathedral of works 
by John Tavener, 7.30pm 
Programme Annabel Huxley tel. 
020 7586 0932, e-mail 
ahuxley@dircon.co.uk ; website 
www.artandmind.org. Tickets £8 
or £l 0 per session, £30 day, from 
Theatre Royal, Winchester Box 
Office, 01962 840440 



Gardens Open 

Is your church involved in an 
Open Gardens event this sum- 
mer? Please let us know about 
it by 6 April; we will include a 
list in the May issue. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.1 5am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
5.35pm, Sung Eucharist 
6pm) Wednesdays only: 

1 .05pm Holy Communion 



Notices 

Music in rural churches 

We offer a full-day singing work- 
shop for local singers in rural 
communities, followed by a con- 
cert (choice of two programmes) 
in your church by early music 
speciliasts Opus Anglicanum 
with BBC reader John Touhey. 
Offered as a one-off event or as 
part of your own village or area 
festival. Subsidised fee for whole 
day including concert £500. 

John Pritchard or Andrew Bond, 
Opus Anglicanum, 92 St Thomas 
St, Wells , BAS 2UZ, tel. 01749 
675131, <enquiries@opus-angli- 
canm.com>; <www.opus- 
anglicanum. com> 



February Prayer Diary 



compiled by Pam Gordon 



‘ Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer ” 
Romans 12:12. 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Tlie 1 Burnham and Slough 
Deanery We give thanks for the 
way new groupings of parishes 
are enabling new forms of mis- 
sion and ministry. We pray for 
the necessary resources and per- 
sonnel to continue of our dean- 
ery sector ministries: Mission to 
Work and Economic Life, 
Community Chaplaincy, 
Hospital Chaplaincy and Work 
with Asian Christians and peo- 
ple of other faiths. Area dean - 
David Miell; synod lay chair- 
man - Janet Piggott; industrial 
chaplain - vacancy; community 
'chaplain - Allen Walker; 
licensed lay minister - Michael 
Wilcockson; licensed lay worker 
- Norman Critchell; deanery 
ecumenical representative - 
Alan Bignell; deaf chaplain - 
Roger Williams. 

Wed 2 CANDLEMAS - 
PRESENTATION OF 
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
Christ Church Cathedral: the 

Dean and Chapter and those 
who support their work. The 
ministry to visitors in all church- 
es. Those who maintain church- 
es and church property, includ- 
ing those with responsibility on 
the Diocesan Buildings and 



Glebe Committees. 

Thu 3 Burnham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Olivia 

Graham, Gill Lovell, Mervyn 
Eden, Alan Dibden, Tom 
Hewson, Rosie Hewson, Nick 
Plant. Famham Royal with 
Hedgerley, Famham Common: 
clergy - Graham Saunders, 
Stanley Bedwell, Gordon Briggs. 
Fri 4 Riverside: clergy - Bill 
Knight, Peter Abrahams, Carylle 
Deamer, Paul Reynolds; licensed 
lay ministers - Alison Hassall, 
Beryl Walters, John Hazelden, 
Rhoda Hazelden; youth worker 
- vacancy; churchwardens dur- 
ing the vacancy. 

Sat 5 Slough: clergy - Mike 
Cotterell, Margaret Harper; 
licensed lay minister - Richard 
Cholawo, Jim Dashper; lay 
workers - Rebecca Gill, Wilson 
Gill. Langley Marish Team 
Ministry: clergy - Jeremy Hurst, 
Bruce Russell, Christopher 
Hanson; licensed lay minister - 
Bill Birmingham. 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE 
LENT (QUINQUAGESIMA) 
POVERTY ACTION 
SUNDAY 

Sun 6 West Slough Team 
Ministry: clergy - John 

Chorlton, Jan Cotman, Susan 
Smith; licensed lay minister - 
Bob Saunders; churchwardens 
during the vacancies. Wexham: 
clergy - Ros Donovan, Alan 
Bignell. 

Mon 7 Iver St Peter: clergy - 



Brian Skinner, Tony Holmes, 
Anthony Williams, Kathleen 
Wilson; licensed lay minister - 
Brian Griffiths. Iver Heath: cler- 
gy - Will Hazlewood; licensed 
lay minister - John Mitchell. 
Tlie 8 Stoke Poges: clergy - 
Harry Latham; youth worker - 
Yann Dubreuil; licensed lay min- 
ister - Richard Rooley. Upton- 
cum Chalvey Team Ministry, 
Slough: clergy - David Miell, 
Derek West, Henriet Oostra. 
Wed 9 ASH WEDNESDAY 
All initiatives to study the faith 
during Lent. The Diocesan 
Board of Education staff and 
the 88 aided and 191 controlled 
schools which they advise and 
support: director - Leslie 

Stephen: assistant directors - 
Gordon Joyner, Clive 
Sedgewick: advisers - Gillian 
Allison, Jo Fageant, Lelsie 
Stephen, Lyn Field. The 
Diocesan Board for 
Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism and Ministry staff 
and the resources they provide 
for ordained and lay ministries: 
director - Keith Lamdin. 

Thu 10 WORLD DAY FOR 
THE SICK 

Fri 11 Churches Together in 
England training for ministers 
and all in leadership in Local 
Ecumenical Partnerships. 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officers - 
Tessa Lawton, Vivien Brooks, 
Tony Dickinson, David Lunn; 
County Ecumenical Officers - 
Bede Gerrard, Honor Alleyne, 



Douglas Butterfield, Murdoch 
MacKenzie. 

Sat 12 Deddington Deanery. 
Area dean - John Stroyan; 
synod lay chairman - Stephen 
Corsby; youth workers; deanery 
ecumenical representative - 
Monica Mills. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
NATIONAL MARRIAGE 
WEEK 

Sun 13 Adderbury: clergy - 
Stephen Fletcher Sue Newby. 
Mon 14 Banbury St Francis 
[Group Ministry with St Hugh, 
St Leonard, St Mary and St 
Paul]: clergy - Monica Mills, 
David Jackson, Mark Charmley, 
Janet Chapman, Neil Eldridge, 
Louise Adey Huish, Edward 
Coombs; licensed lay ministers - 
Mary Jackson, R. Verrall, 
Dennis Smith: Church Army - 
C. T. Gaynor. 

Tue 1 5 Bloxham with 
Milcombe and South 
Newington: clergy - John 

Stroyan, Keith Walklate, Derek 
Witchell. Bodicote: clergy - Ben 
Phillips, Brian Gardner; licensed 
lay minister - George Walker. 
Wed 16 Ironstone - Drayton, 
Horley, Hornton, Hanwell, 
Shenington, Alkerton, Wroton, 
Balscote: clergy - Jeffrey Chard, 
Pamela Smith, David Addley; 
licensed lay minister - John 
Straw. 

Thu 1 7 Shire’s Edge - Claydon, 
Cropredy, Great Bourton, 
Mollington, Wardington: clergy 



- Pat Freeth, Lynda Alcock. 
Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: clergy - 
Hugh White. 

Fri 18 Wykeham - Broughton, 
with North Newington, Epwell, 
Shutford, Sibford, Swalcliffe, 
Tadmarton: clergy - Timothy 
Wimbush. 

Sat 19 Newbury Deanery. 
Area dean - Tom Moffat; asso- 
ciate area dean - John Coombs; 
synod lay chairman - Chris 
Watts; deanery ecumenical rep- 
resentative - Moira Astin. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sun 20 Beedon and Peasemore 
with West Ilsley and 
Farnborough: clergy - John 
Townend, Denise Brown, 
Timothy Astin. Brightwalton 
with Catmore, Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth and Fawley: cler- 
gy - John Townend. 

Mon 21 Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare: John 
Toogood. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - Tony 

Cumberlidge. 

Tlie 22 Greenham: clergy - 
John Clarke, Martin Cawte; 
licensed lay minister - Brian 
Jones. Hermitage Team 
Ministry; clergy - John Coombs, 
Tony Lynn, Jean Herrick; 
licensed lay ministers - Richard 
Betts, James Penglase, John 
Davies. 

Wed 23 The Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and 
development of the companion 



relationship with Oxford 
Diocese: link coordinator - Nick 
Molony. 

Thu 24 Hungerford with 
Denford: clergy - Andrew 
Sawyer. Kintbury with Avington 
St Mary the Virgin: clergy - Sally 
Welch; licensed lay ministers - 
Matthew Cookson. 

Fri 25 Lambourn: clergy - 
Tony Cumberlidge; licensed lay 
minister - Angela Gosden. 
Newbury Team Ministry: clergy 
- David Stone, Edward Hobbs, 
Helen Wilkinson, Brian 
Pritchard, Bernard Dagnall, 
John Lewis, John Wall; licensed 
lay ministers - Jane Sutton, 
Elizabeth Pook; youth worker - 
Simon Comen 

Sat 26 Shaw cum Donnington: 
clergy - Brian Taylor Buff Forbes 
Stone; youth worker - Matthew 
Stevens. Thatcham and Dunston 
Park LEP: clergy - Tom Moffat, 
Moira Astin, Peter Jarvis, Marion 
Fontaine; evangelist - David 
Scurr; licensed lay minister - 
Dorothy Dingle. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sun 27 Diocesan Finance and 
ICT Department; PCC Treasurers 
and Stewardship Recorders. 

Mon 28 Welford with Wickham 
and Great Shefford, Boxford and 
Stockcross: clergy - Nigel Sands. 
West Woodhay with En borne, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen and 
Combe: clergy - Julie 

Ramsbottom, Charles 
Pakenham, Ian Blyth. 
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Preparing for Lent 



Ed Olhausen, of St Andrew's 
Bookshop (Christian book- 
shops across our Diocese), 
picks out ten Lent books for 
this year. 

Wounds of Jesus 

Christina Baxter 
In this stirring book, Christina 
Baxter explores the passion of 
Jesus from the perspective of 
his wounds. These wounds 
were starkly real, as physical 
as the flesh-and-blood man 
who endured them. 

Challenges of the Narrow 
Way 

Bridget Plass 

BRF's Lent book for 2005 
encourages readers to 
acknowledge that God's calling 
may not be to a comfortable, 
successful life and how He can 
give us strength to carry on if 
we acknowledge our weak- 
nesses. Great Bible reading and 
comment for the Lent season. 

Lent with Luke 

David Thomson 

A Lent study book with daily 



readings from Luke's Gospel 
using paintings to aid contem- 
plation. 

Edge of Two Worlds 

Tony Kidd 

Through these six beautifully 
illustrated chapters the prac- 
tice of Christian spirituality is 
introduced. Although ideal for 
Lent, the subject allows for 
much wider study and helpful 
questions to aid readers at all 
levels are included. 

Approaching the Passion 

Max Lucado and others 
Reflections from best-loved 
authors to take you though 
Lent. 

Life Attitudes 

Robert Warren, Sue Mayfield 
The aim of this brand new 
Lent course is to explore the 
Beatitudes. The Beatitudes 
encapsulate the teaching of 
Jesus and He lived out the 
Beatitudes in His earthly life 
and called His followers to 
do the same. This 5-session 



group study course encour- 
ages Christians to examine 
their lifestyle in the light of 
Jesus' radical teaching and 
to live out these kingdom 
values now. The aim of the 
course is nothing less than 
to equip Christians to live 
their faith more fully and so 
to demonstrate to those out- 
side the Church that knowl- 
edge of God makes sense of 
the whole of life. Studying 
the Beatitudes will help 
readers deepen their under- 
standing of Jesus and chal- 
lenge their deepest personal 
values and aid understand- 
ing of how they impact on 
our attitude towards major 
global issues. 

Power of small choices, the 
Lent course 

Hilary Brand 

A Lent course focusing on our 
capacity for choice and in par- 
ticular the fact that although 
most of our choices are appa- 
rantly very small, they can 
have big consequences. 



The Passion and prayer: two 
new books by Bishop Richard 



TWO new book by the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, Bishop 
of Oxford, have been pub- 
lished. 

The Passion in Art (pub- 
lished by Ashgate Publishing) 
explores differing depictions 
of Christ on the cross. Jesus 
was not painted on the cross 
until the early 5th century but 
since then there have been 
hundreds of depictions. 

With the aid of beautifully 



reproduced colour plates, 
Bishop Richard examines 
some of the world’s great 
paintings including Piero della 
Francesca’s Resurrection and 
Caravaggio’s Supper at 
Emmaus. A full review of this 
book will appear in next 
month’s Door. 

Praying the Eucharist (pub- 
lished by SPCK) is designed 
for moments of personal 
prayer within the communion^ 



service. 

The book draws together 
prayers from a wide variety of 
sources and begins with ‘The 
Night Before’ and ends with 
post communion prayers. 

‘My hope is that this little 
book might prove of some 
help both to lifetime commu- 
nicants and those just con- 
firmed or recently admitted to 
communion’ writes Bishop 
Richard in his introduction. 



Ruthern Valley 

A I'uu 

Self-Catering Lodges/Caravans 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel/Fax: 01208 831 395 

Ruthern Valley Holidays 

Ruthernbridge, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5LU. 
www.self-catering-ruthern.co.uk 







GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 



Passing the Test 

Kevin May hew 

A 6-session Lent course for 
groups or individuals. The 
book's main theme is Jesus 
being led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness, his tempta- 
tions, fasting and prepara- 
tion for his ministry. Also 
available, the CD contains 
spoken words from the book 
with the music he suggests in 
the course. 

Jesus Hope for Life 

Paula Clifford 

This book combines daily 
Bible reading and prayer with 
the opportunity to think more 
widely about some of the 
issues which are of crucial 
importance to our world 
today. 

Journey with John 

David Thomson 

A Bible study based on the 
Passion Narrative in John's 
Gospel, especially for use in 
Holy Week. 



Start the year with a 
40-day spiritual detox! 



‘Detox your spiritual life in 40 
days ’ by Peter Gray stone is a 
new approach to Lent books. 
The title conveys the populist 
slant (our spiritual life is the 
one thing the Daily Mail hasn’t 
ordered us to ‘detox’ - yet) and 
it is written in an appealing, 
confessional style. For those 
who find themselves flagging 
half-way through a more tradi- 
tional Lent or Bible study 
course, this is brilliant. In fact, it 
is so good, you will most likely 
find yourself reading 10 or more 
sections or ‘stories’ a night, as I 
did, rather than just one. 

Peter Graystone writes in his 
introduction that the book 
isn’t intended as only a Lent 
course and I followed it at the 
more traditional ‘detox’ time, 
after the worldy indulgences of 
Christmas. But equally you 
could do it at any time of year. 

The stories are accompanied 
not only by very short Bible 
passages but also by inspiring 
quotes from writings of 
Christians like Ambrose, 
Bishop of Milan (340-97) and 
others - writers who most 



people won’t have accessed 
before. Headings for each 
chapter are refreshingly simple 
and accessible, such as ‘eat well’ 
and ‘check your ambitions’. 

In short, I found this a great 
book, enjoyable to read, with 
plenty of material to fuel fur- 
ther reflection. It successfully 
manages to be populist without 
compromising on the theology. 

This is my first experience of 
the author^ apart from short 
pieces in the Church times, but 
I hope it won’t be the last. 
Rebecca Paveley 

A 40 DAY SPIRITUAL 




DETOX 



DAYS 

PETER <GftAY$TQNi&: 



PETER GRAYSTONE 
SCM CANTERBURY 



PRESS £8.99 



The Door has 5 copies of A 
Spiritual Detox to be won . 
Send your name and address 
to Spiritual Detox competi- 
tion, The Door, Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB by February 
15. The first five names 
picked out of a hat will win . 



Everything you need to grow beautiful 
plants to support Church or Charity. 

From Our Cash & Carry. 

F J JACKSON 6> SON Ltd., 

Mill House, Combe Raleigh, Honiton 
Full Colour Catalogue 
Please ring: 01404 48828 
or visit: www.jacksonplants.co.uk 



Christian Connection 



the most popular friendship and dating site 
for UK and Irish Christians 

free ten day trial 

hundreds of people have married! 
express dating and social events too! 







As featured in the Guardian, Telegraph, BBC Radio 
and across the Christian Press 



www.christianconnection.co.uk 



HUMS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 
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Headington 
School Oxford 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL 
FOR 710 GIRLS AGED 1 148. SEPARATE JUNIOR SCHOOL 
FOR 280 PUPILS, BOYS AGED 3-4, GIRLS AGED 3-11 

Full Time CHAPLAIN 

required for September 2005, for this leading girls’ school 
with an Anglican foundation. 

We are seeking a Chaplain to lead the spiritual life of the school and 
inspire our large community of staff and students, enhancing our sense 
of Christian values while recognising and appreciating the many 
different faiths within the school. You will be ordained in the Church 
of England and will be innovative and energetic with a genuine 
understanding of the cares and concerns of young people. 

In addition, you will have the qualifications and experience to teach 
Religious Studies parr time throughout the school. 

Closing date for applications: Monday 7th February 

Further details and application form from The Headmistress, 
Mrs. Anne Coutts, Headington School, Oxford 0X3 7TD 
Tel: 01865 759100. Fax: 01865 760268 
email: enquiries@headington.org www.headington.org 



St Lawrence Lechlade 

Is seeking to appoint an experienced 

Organist 

to liaise with our Choir Director 
Thriving four-part mixed choir. 
RSCM affiliated. 

Two Sunday services most weeks: Sung 
Eucharist (Common Worship) and Choral 
Evensong (BCP). 

Weekly choir practice. 

RSCM rates (lower end category A). 
Two manual Nicholson organ, recently 
enlarged. 

Further details: Rev C Bryan 

( 01367 ) 252262 



please ring Sue Williams on: 

01527 892152 

I: cro&s.pirf>Ncartk>ns@vfe , gfri.net 




DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Assistant Social 
Responsibility Adviser 



This newly created part-time position is an exciting opportunity for 
someone with a passion for social justice and a commitment to 
Christian social and political action. The postholder will work 
alongside the Diocesan Social Responsibility Adviser to identify areas 
of social concern and advise on appropriate interventions and 
actions. 

The successful candidate will have experience of working with social 
issues in a theological, educational or social work environment. S/he 
will have excellent communication and administration skills, be 
comfortable with the Web as a resource for information and action 
and have an ability to engage with people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. The awareness-raising element of the role requires 
someone with experience of designing and running seminars and 
training events. 

Salary - HEO scale £21,275 - £25,400 per annum (pro rata). 

Hours of work - 20 per week, to be flexibly worked in agreement 
with the line manager. 

The post holder will be based at Diocesan Church House in North 
Hinksey on the outskirts of Oxford. 

For full details and an application pack please telephone 01865 

208200, or e mail: 

gina.russell@oxford.anglican.org 

Closing date for receipt of applications is 11th February 2005. 
Interviews will be held during the week beginning 21st February. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all 










‘SO how was your 
first Christmas as a 
curate?’ A question 
I have been asked a 
lot recently! The ■ 

answer has become short and 
simple - an exhausting privi- 
lege. Oddly, Christmas already 
seems months ago now, and a 
bit of a blur of carols, services, 
mince pies, putting chairs out, 
putting chairs away again, 
working out how to fit another 
twenty people into an already 
crowded church building. But, 
what a privilege - to have the 
opportunity to share the good 
news of Christ's birth with 
hundreds of people, many of 
whom make the slightly intimi- 
dating foray into church but 
once or twice a year. What a 
privilege to be able to speak of 
my faith to so many. 

And then on Boxing day, the 
news of the tsunami reached us 
and suddenly I'm not quite so 
sure I want to rave about my 
faith any more, because I'm 
struggling with it myself. 
Apparently, ordination is no 
shield against doubt. Along 
with the rest of the world I reel 
from the scale of this disaster, 
asking ‘how’ and ‘why’ and 
perhaps most importantly 
‘where was God?’ A line from a 
well known hymn acts as a par- 
ticularly pertinent prayer; 
‘Speak through the earthquake, 
wind and fire, O still small 
voice of calm’. 



by Em Coley 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



email from a 
friend, a still 
small voice does 
break through 
and reminds me 
of the sermon I preached at our 
midnight communion on 
Christmas eve. I had been 
struck by one of the Christmas 
cards I had received, which had 
on the front a picture of a post- 
card - the scene on the postcard 
was of the globe, with the 
words ‘Dear God, wish you 
were here. Earth.’ I spoke 
about the world's sense of 
abandonment by God, the part 
we play in turning our back on 
him, but our cry nevertheless of 
‘God, where are you? We wish 
you were here’. 

I then turned to the inside of 
the card which was another 
postcard, this time from God. 
The scene is of a nativity with 
the newborn Christ at the cen- 
tre and the message of the post- 
card simply states, ‘Loved ones, 
I am’. I don't believe for one 
minute that I have the answers 
to the huge and fundamental 
questions we must ask in the 
face of such tragedy. But 
despite my struggles and 
doubts, I remain convinced 
that it is a privilege to speak of 
my faith, for it is a faith that 
has much to say even in this sit- 
uation, a faith with the simple 
message from God, ‘Loved 
ones, I am here’. 

Em Coley is a new curate at 



And then, in the form of an Wendover with Halton, Bucks 



Creating a 
permanent 



home 

Godly 

A DREAM of having an official 
‘space’ for a Godly Play class- 
room has finally been realised. 
After 18 months of work by 
the diocese’s children’s adviser, 
Jenny Hyson, a room at the 
Trinity Methodist and United 
Reformed church in Abingdon 
was opened and blessed by the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

The room will provide a 
space for children to experi- 
ence Godly Play, as well as 
allow adults to visit, explore 
and find out more about this 
distinctive method of working 
with children. 



for 

Play 

Those taking part in the 
service included Bishop 
Richard, Diana Townsend the 
interim moderator from 
Trinity church, Kath Lonsdale 
the convenor of youth and 
children’s work for the 
Wessex United Reformed 
church, Wendy Holt from 
Wallingford Methodist 

church, Becky Fisher; Trinity 
outreach co-ordinator and 
Jenny Hyson. 

After an opening hymn 
Jenny shared the story of the 
vision for the classroom 
emphasising the need for 





today’s children to hear the 
whole of God’s story. At it’s 
heart Godly Play values chil- 
dren and recognises their 
innate spirituality. It offers 
children a beautiful and sacred 
space in which to explore the 
Bible,* to worship and respond 
to God as well as the opportu- 
nity to learn more about the 
language and symbols of the 
church. The impetus for this 
vision was summed up in the 
words of the reading from 
Psalm 78:1-6 where the call is 
to pass on God’s story to the 
next generation so that they in 
turn can pass it on. 

After the reading Jenny 
introduced the children to the 
Holy Family figures, which 
told the story of the Nativity. 
The figures were later placed 
on the focal shelf in the class- 
room. She reminded the chil- 
dren that these figures and 
others in the room are for 
them and that they can touch 
and work with the figures 
whenever they are in the 



room. Bishop Richard then 
blessed the wooden figures 
before they were carried by 
the children to the classroom. 
The procession was led by 
one of the youngsters carry- 
ing a candle lit from the 
Baptism candle in the 
church. Once inside the fig- 
ures were placed reverently 
on the focal shelf, a candle 
was lit and the Bishop 
blessed the room. All of this 
was captured on a video for 
those visitors in the church to 
see before everyone was 
invited to visit this special 
space. 

Near the entrance to the 
classroom are written the 
words of invitation: ‘Enter 
this special sacred space with 
the eyes of a child’. 

If you would like to do that 
and would like to visit the 
classroom or find out more 
about Godly Play then con- 
tact Jenny Hyson on 01865 
208255. 

photos by Frank Blackwell 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL H FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



SAVE UP TO 




Print up to 130 copies per 
minute using the Riso printer 



For more information call 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

023 8033061 1 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT LTD 



If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me’ 
Mark 8:34 

It’s easy to think of Lent as a 
time when we are called to 
deny ourselves something - 
chocolate, coffee, alcohol, day- 
time television, that sort of 
thing. I’m sure there’s value in 
any exercise of self-discipline 
(and it may do wonders for the 
waist-line), but these words of 
Jesus do not give a secondary 
object to the verb ‘deny’. He 
calls his followers simply to 
deny themselves, rather than to 
deny themselves something. 
The difference is quite impor- 
tant. In fact, it may be the dif- 
ference between a Lent which 
becomes, in a memorable 
phrase of St Paul's, ‘self- 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



imposed piety’ (Colossians 
2:23) and one which is based 
on true Christian discipleship. 

That raises the question, 
What does ‘denying myself’ 
mean? After all, ‘myself’ is 
who I am. Does Christ call me 
to cease to be the individual 
person God created me to be? 
The Gospel emphasis seems 
rather to be that Christ will 
enable me to fulfil my poten- 
tial in a way which would be 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



impossible without him. Jesus 
said that he came so that his 
‘flock’ may have life - ‘life in 
all its fullness’ (John 10:10). 
There is in fact no conflict 
between the idea of self- 
denial, properly understood, 
and personal fulfilment. St 
Paul makes the point power- 
fully in his letter to the 
Galatians: ‘I have been cruci- 
fied with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but it is 
Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I live now in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave him- 
self for me’ (2:19,20). Or, in 
the words of Timothy Dudley- 
Smith’s hymn, ‘Self on the 
cross and Christ upon the 
throne’. That would be the 
essence of a truly Christian 
‘self-denial’. 



LcBdCFRft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



To Advertise 

please ring Sue Williams on: 
01527 892945 01527892 152 
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